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“The flag is the symbol of the nation’s unity, for it, beyond any doubt, represents all the citizens of Canada without

distinction of race, language, belief or opinion,” declared the Speaker of the Senate at the Inauguration

of the new flag in 1965.

Fifty
Years and
Flying
Strong

Once a year we celebrate and reflect on
our country’s flag, the birth of our country,
and various other national historical events
that shaped the nation we live in today. The
remainder of the year we give little thought to
what these commemorations truly represent.
Like other countries in the world, Canada
does not possess a perfect political system.
Unlike other countries, Canada numbers
among its citizens millions of individuals who
came to these shores of their own volition.
Upon their arrival, and then later as they
embraced Canadian citizenship, they felt
great joy, many moved to tears. Those who
had fled persecution, religious and racial dis-
crimination were overjoyed to find a land of
peace, understanding, and tolerance. It is
with great pride that they wear Canadian flag-
pins in their lapels and on their luggage when
they return to visit “the old country.”

A national flag is, or should be, the most
important symobl of one’s country. For
Canadians, it not only represents their coun-
try’s physical and political existence but also
the values cherished by its citizens, the very
values that brought many to its shores.

On February 15, 1965, the Canadian Maple
Leaf flag was run up the flagpole on the par-
liament buildings in Ottawa for the first time.
The celebration of the flag is not about the
cloth itself, but the values it stands for. It is
with great pride and joy that we Canadians,
regardless of our origins, look up at it and
shout

“HAPPY ANNIVERSARY, MAPLE LEAF!“
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Ottawa Celebrates and
Toasts to “Fasiangy”
Page 8
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POLSTOROCNICA~

Uvahy o zastave, vyroc¢iach
krajiny ¢i Statnych sviatkoch st
zvycajne zapadnuté prachom. Raz za
rok sa oprasia a pripomenie sa ich
vyznam. Tato je trocha ina.

Ak si vSak niektori z tych, ktori si
tato krajinu vybrali ako svoju novi
domovinu, na]du niekol’ko minut na
zadumanie, mozno v sebe spoznaji
nieCo, o ¢com doteraz v podstate
netusili.

Tak ako aj inde vo svete, ani Kanada
nemda idealnu vladu, idealnych
politikov ¢i idedlne politické strany.
Ale oproti inym krajindAm ma
miliony obyvatel'ov, ktori sa do nej
nastahovali na zdklade vlastného
rozhodnutia, bez donutenia ¢i
vyhrazania.

Prisli, lebo cheeli a v prvy moment
¢i neskoér pri preberani svojho
nového - kanadského obcianstva
pocitili pokoj a radost. Kolki boli
dokonca dojati az k slzam... Ved
mnohokrat riskovali vlastny Zivot,
kym prisli na toto uzemie, ktoré pre
nich znamenalo mier, porozumenie a
toleranciu.

V pripade vécsSiny z nich spokojnost’
pretrvala. Ti druhi zacali ¢ochvila
prichadzat’ s kritikou, objavovali
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negativne prvky a rozne neduhy,
ktoré v Kanade jestvovali a razne sa
to¢ili chrbtom ku kanadskym
tradiciam, alebo jej domaéacej ¢i
medzinarodnej politike.

Musi to byt tazké byt novodobym
otrokom, ktory je dontteny zit’ tam,
kde to chce jeho mocipan. Kde len
sniva o slobode a zbaveni sa okov.
No v tejto zemi nik nikoho nasilne
nedrzi. Nikoho. Ak by nespokojenci
mali ¢o i len trocha 'udskej hrdosti,
vratili by sa tam, odkial’ prisli alebo
do inej zeme zaslibenej, ktoru by si
iste nasli.

Ale v podstate o tomto ani nie je rec.
Lebo aj oni, rovnako ako prva
skupina, sa po Case, ak im to bude
umoznené, rozhodna navstivit' ten
ich “stary rodny kraj”. A kdesi na
klopni kabata ¢i na koseli budii mat’
pripnuty symbol tejto krajiny.
Cerveny javorovy list. Ten, ktory je
vsadeny do najvzneSenejSieho
symbolu tejto Casti nasej planéty. A
budi nan hrdi.

To je to, ¢o si mnohi dovtedy ani
neuvedomili. Pre mnohych akasi
nepoznana zvlastna hrdost. Na
zastavu, ktora je obrazom Kanady, ¢i
uz naSej slovenskej, ruskej,
madarskej, ¢inskej, no pre kazdého
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zv1ast’ osobne;.

Zastava je alebo by mala byt pre
kazdého cloveka najvzneSenejSim
symbolom krajiny, v ktorej Zije.
Obrazom krasy a bohatstva jej
prirody a navySe akymsi mystickym
obrazom kazdého jednotlivca.

A kdesi na potulkdch svetom si
mnohi zvla$§t vSimna turistu s
malym ¢i viacSim vyobrazenim
znaku javorového listu medzi dvoma
cervenymi polami. Obrazu, ktory
patri ku kazdému, kto v Kanade Zije.

15. februara slavila kanadska zasta-
va svoje 50. narodeniny. 15. februara
1965 bola prvykrat vztyéena na
vysostny stoziar pred parlamentom
kanadskej vlady.

Ak by niekto tvrdil, ze slové o nasej
kanadskej zastave pren ni¢ nezna-
menaju, pravdepodobne ma
namiesto I'udského srdca plastikovi
atrapu a mal by sam, dobrovolne
odist’ z tejto zeme. Do inej Casti
sveta, kde by si ctil a vazil obraz
blizky jeho presvedceniu.
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Young and old Ontarians
totalling 2,015 gathered on
Friday, February 13, 2015
at Ryerson University's
Mattamy Athletic Centre in
downtown Toronto cele-
brating the 50th anniver-
sary of the National Flag of
Canada. The Honorable
Elizabeth  Dowdeswell,
Lieutenant Governor of
Ontario, presided over the
event.




Kanadsky Slovak —28. februar 2015 — strana 2

banadsky Slevik

The Canadiare Vlovak

Visit our website at
Navstivte nasu internetovu stranku na
www.kanadskyslovak.ca

Published every bi-weekly Saturday
(24 times a year)
Vychadza kazdu dvojtyzdriovu sobotu
(24-krat do roka)
The newspaper is published with the
financial support through grants from the
Office for Slovaks Living Abroad
(www.uszz,sk ) in the Slovak Republic
and from the Canada Periodical Fund —
Aid to Publishers from the Department of
Canadian Heritage.
Tieto noviny vychadzaju

S finan¢nou podporou

Uradu pre Slovakov

zijucich v zahranici
(www.uszz,sk ) na Slovensku a
z Kanadského fondu pre periodika -
podpora vydavatelom z ministerstva
Kanadského dedi¢stva.

www.uszz.sk
+ Informacia a Ziadost o osved&enie
Slovaka zijuceho v zahrani€i
* Adresar krajanskych spolkov
* Dotacie
Office for Slovaks Living Abroad
* Information and application for certifi-
cate issued to a Slovak living abroad
+ Directory of expatriate associations
* Grants

Subscription rates in Canada $75,
United States $100 and other countries
$140. Please mail your cheque to the

editorial office.

Predplatné pre Kanadu $75,

do Spojenych Statov $100 a do ostatnych
krajin $140. Seky na predplatné posie-
lajte na adresu redakcie.

Editorial Office - Adresa redakcie
259 Traders Blvd. East, Unit 6
Mississauga, ON, L4Z 2E5
Telephone — Telefon  905-507-8004
Julius Behul

Editor-in-Chief

Séfredaktor
editor@kanadskyslovak.ca

Daniel Sulan

Chairperson, Business Committee
predseda Hospodarskeho vyboru
dsulan@ksliga.ca

Stanislav J. Kirschbaum
Chairperson, Editorial Committee
predseda Redakéného vyboru
stankosk@glendon.yorku.ca

The Editorial Staff reserves the right to
edit, shorten, correct, or not publish con-
tributions of stories or photographs.
Unsigned articles will NOT be published.
Articles and photographs sent by regular
mail will not be returned.

Redakcia si vyhradzuje pravo prispevky
skratit, redakéne upravit, alebo aj
neuverejnit. Nepodpisané prispevky
neuverejriujeme. Rukopisy a fotografie
poslané poStou nevraciame.

Canadian Slovak League
Kanadska slovenska liga
Head Office - Hlavny urad
259 Traders Blvd. East , Unit 6
Mississauga, ON, L4Z 2E5

Mary Ann Doucette
President/predsednicka
madoucette@ksliga.ca

KALEN-
DARIUM

CANADIAN SLOVAK LEAGUE BRANCH 28
IN WINDSOR will hold their annual meeting on Sunday,

March 8, 2015, at 1:30 pm
at St. Cyril & Methodius Church, 1532 Alexis Road in
Windsor. All members are encouraged to attend.

Bertha Vrablik, President
Irene Timko, Secretary

Sest'desiatpat’ roéna dama
by sa rada zoznamila s
inteligentnym a vekove
primeranym Slovakom.

(905) 890 2913

Caregivers/PSWs

are needed to care for seniors in
Oakville/Burlington area.

Please call lveta or Eva at

905-582-9519

www.thistlecreekhealthcare.ca

PAINTING CREWS
WITH EXPERIENCE NEEDED
FOR INTERIOR SUBDIVISION WORK.

TOOLS, CAR & SIN REQUIRED.

CALL 905-814-8629
MON-FRI 7AM-5PM.

PIESTANY
V LETE 2015

Prenajmeme moderny, novo zariadeny
. 2 izbovy byt v centre mesta PieStany.
MozZnost ubytovania od
15.5 do 15.9 2015
Minimalna dizka pobytu 1 tyzden.

2 osoby 45 Eur / noc;
kazda dalSia osoba 15 Eur/ noc.
Parkovisko pre jedno auto je zahrnuté
v cene pobytu.

Kontakt : 905 232 6393

SEVERUER IR

[/ 7th Slovak Day

July 19, 1915
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Sts. Cyril and Methodius Parish

5255 Thornwood Dr., Mississauga, ON

L4Z 3)3 905-712-1200 Fax: 905-712-0974
e-mail: office@slovakparish.ca

web site: www.slovakparish.ca

Slovensky evanjelicky kostol

augsburgského vyznania sv. Pavla (Slovak Evangelical
Lutheran Church of St. Paul) 1424 Davenport Rd., Toronto,

Ont. M6H 2H8  Ont. Tel.: (416) 658-9793

Gréckokatolicky katedralny chram Narodenia Presviitej

Bohorodi¢ky

257 Shaw Street Toronto, Ontario, M6J 2W7
tel.: 416-531-4836 cell.: 416-738-6880

(Rev. Marek Novicky)

email: rev.marek@yahoo.ca

web site: www.slovakeparchy.ca

Assumption Slovak Catholic Byzantine Church
1406 Barton St. East, Hamilton, On., L§H 2W5
Tel. 905 544-9166, www.church.assumptionslovakhall.ca

Rimsko-katolicky Kostol sv.Cyrila a Metoda,
1532 Alexeis Rd.Windsor, Ontario. N8Y 4P2,
tel: (519) 945-7063, Fax: (519) 945-0866

Slovenské evanjelické sluzby BozZie v kostole Sv. Lukasa,

3200 Bayview Avenue, Toronto, M2M 3R7.
Rev. Dusan Toth, D.D. Tel.:416-2218900,
e-mail cosloffice@sympatico.ca

St. Michael’s Slovak Byzantine Catholic Church
2120 Byng Rd. (Walker/Tecumseh) Windsor’ Ontario’
N8W 3E2

Phone/Fax: (519) 258-4829

Rimsko-katolicky kostol sv. Cyrila a Metoda
204 Park St. North Hamilton, Ont.
(905) 529-6674 www.slovakchurch.com

Cathedral Mission of the Transfiguration

15 Church Lane Thornhill, ON L3T 2G4 - 905-477-4867

Divine Liturgy 8:45 am Sunday

The Eparchy of SS. Cyril and Methodius of Slovaks of

the Byzantine Rite in Canada

223 Carlton Road

Unionville, Ontario, Canada L3R 3M2

Tel.: 905-477-4867

Fax: 905-479-9629

Eparchial bishop: Most. Rev. John S. Pazak C.Ss.R.

Rimsko-katolicky kostol sv. Cyrila a Metoda
7187 2nd Ave. Montreal,QC H2A 3GS8
(514) 721-1551

Catholic Church Protection of the Mother of God 464

Ritson Rd.S. Oshawa, Ont. L1H 5J9
Tel: 905-245-0629 Fr. Stephen Williams Adm.
email: holy.protection.byz@gmail.com

Slovenské vel’vyslanectvo Slovak Embassy
50 Rideau Terrace, Ottawa, Ont. K1M 2A1
Tel.: (613) 749 4442  www.ottawa.mfa.sk

Honorary Consulate of the Slovak Republic
Montreal 22, Place de la Madeleine

Dollard des Ormeaux Quebec, H9B 1W3

T: 514 5852496 F: 514 421 1583

E: Slovex@slovex.com

Honorary Consul Mr. Dezider Michaletz

Honorary Consulate of the Slovak Republic
649 Brooker Ridge

Newmarket, Ontario

L3X 1V7 Canada

Tel.: 647 290 - 9304

Fax: (905) 898 - 0166

Honorary Consul Mr. Michael Martincek
E-mail :slovakconsulateto@gmail.com

Honorary Consulate of the Slovak Republic
424 Varsity Estates Place NW

Calgary, Alberta T3B3B9

Tel: 587-333-6831

Fax: 206-424-0205

email: richard@wolfli.com

Honorary Consul: Mr. Richard Wolfli

Centrum kultiry a dedi¢stva kanadskych slovakov
12 Birch Ave. Toronto, Ont.
(416) 939 3111 http://www.slovak.com

Slovenska Kanadska Narodna Rada
Slovak Canadian National Council
135 West Beaver Creek

P.O. Box 1008, Richmond Hill, ON,
Canada L4B 4R9 tel. (905)771 — 9748
scnc@rogers.com

Slovak Canadian Heritage Museum

Miizeum Slovenského Kanadského
kulturného dedi¢stva

5255 Thornwood Dr., Mississauga, ON L4Z 3J3
416-721-7652 slovakmuseum@gmail.com

Torontské slovenské divadlo
www.torontskeslovenkskedivadlo.com
divadlo@torontskeslovenkskedivadlo.com

Vychodna Slovak Dancers Toronto
Mario Hrapko 416 845 5836
Dusan Dorich 416 806 4420

Slovak Domovina Dancers, Windsor, Ont.
Irene Timko Director, 519-969-2899
e-mail: timko.irene@gmail.com
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Mlary SAam Donacerte
Presdent

Canadian Slovak League

Board of Directors
Annual General Meeting

Saturday, Apnl 11, 2015
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Head Office
259 Traders Blvd. E., Suitc 6
Mississauga ON L4Z 2E5

Pari 1 - Canadchan Slovak Teagoe (CS510: Oiheers” Reporls, Financial Statements and

Part 2 - Slovak Canadan Publicatons loe, (SCEL: Reports of the Kasadeky S/ Tie
Conssetidican Sk newspaper’s Tditor, Charperson, Bduoral Commities and
Chawpersom, Busmes: Commuliee.

5L members who wish to attend the mectng are sequested w confirm ther
attenclance by contactmg Marta Fuska, Secretary {mifuskadrkshgacay oo Tater than

MMarta Fuska

MECTCIArY

Sest’ opitych fanusikov postavilo
Schwechat do pozoru:

SIovéc.i |
s flasou vykrikovali,
ze su teroristi!

Airbus A320 na linke Vieden - Moskva hodinu
zdrzali opiti slovenski hokejovi fanusikovia.

Policajné manévre, mesSkanie letu, no pre-
dovsetkym medzinarodny skandal.

O ten sa postarala neddvno na viedenskom
letisku Sestica slovenskych hokejovych
fanasikov, ktori zrejme planovali cestu za
muzstvom bratislavského Slovana do Moskvy. S
flasou vodky v ruke, cigaretou v ustach sa ces-
tujicim vyhrazali bombou. ,,Sme ruski teroristi
a vyhodime do povetria tento stroj, vykrikol
jeden z nich.

Podgurazenu partiu predviedli na vysluch.
Jednému z nich udajne hrozi trestné stihanie,
ostatnym zrejme mastna pokuta. Podl'a informa-
cii portalu noe.orf.at cela skupina odletela do
ruskej metropoly neskorSim spojom.

Do Ruska mohli smerovat’ len fanusikovia hoke-
jistov Slovana. Ti s tam na svojom poslednom
tripe zakladnej casti aktudlnej sezony KHL, a
zrejme aj voObec poslednom v ruskej
nadnarodnej sutazi, ked’Zze podla zakulisnych
informacii uz belasi v KHL hrat’ nebudu.
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Vsetko
co tu
a este
trocha
viac...
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kanadsky
slovak.
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Cider na Slovensku oslovi nepivarov ako radler,

Pivovarnicke spolo¢nosti
prichadzaju na Slovensko s d’al§im
produktom, ktory sa ma stat
tahdkom na trhu. Cider je
fermentovany napoj z jablk prib-
lizne s podobnym obsahom
alkoholu ako pivo.

Lidri trhu vd’aka nemu dafaju v
podobne uspesny pribeh, aky pred
par rokmi zazili s radlerom.
Chystaju sa oslovit' zakaznikov,
ktorym  klasické pivo vela
nehovori. Mozno aj preto cider
neprodukuji vyrobcovia dzisov,
ale pivovary.

Holandsky koncern Heineken ma
na slovenskom pivnom trhu podiel
zhruba 40 percent a najvacsiu
sladoviiu v strednej Europe.
Napriek tomu v hurbanovskom
zavode koncom januéra spustil aj
produkciu cideru Strongbow.

»lato kategoéria napojov vo svete

veria pivovary

rastie najviac, rychlejsie ako pivo a
vino,”“ vysvetluje manazérka
korporatnych vztahov Heineken
Slovensko ~ Hana  Simkova.
Spolocnost’ je podla nej najvacsim
svetovym vyrobcom jablkového
napoja s takmer 20-percentnym
podielom.

Hurbanovo je tretim miestom na
svete, kde cider vyraba a prvym
pivovarom. Okrem neho ho pro-
dukuji iba Specidlne zavody v
Anglicku a Belgicku. V tychto
krajinach je vSak tradicnym
napojom po celé desatrocia.
Vyrabat’ sa zatial’ bude iba verzia s
4.5 % alkoholu v troch variantoch.
Okrem klasickej Gold Apple aj
horkejs$i Honey a kyslejsi Red
Berries. Vsetky prichadzaju na
pulty v tretinkovych flaSiach a
neskor \% Stvordecovych
plechovkach. Heineken pripravuje
aj Capovanu verziu pre gastronom-

ické zariadenia.
(kratené)

In your neighbourhood to help you get the insurance you need.

You've in good kands

Allstate.

Combine ﬁ“- -+ ﬁ‘ = SAVE 'II;“ $303*

Sheena Vibert
Toronto West Agency
1555 The Cueensway

Building O, Unit 4

Etobicoke, OMN

B47-5a0-2093

e
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Pomsta - Vendetta - Revenge

Snéd’ jediné slovo, z ktorého
prichadza strach a hroza, ktoré je
mnohokrat krvilacné a na ktorého
obsah ¢i nasledky sa neda zabudnut’.
Stastlivci su ti, ktori ho poznaji iba z
romanov a dobrodruznych filmov.

Na druhej strane, od jednotlivcov
pocinajic po zastupy tisicov konciac,
stoja ti, ktorym toto prekliate slovo
vlialo do duse bolest’” a tolkokrat aj
drasticku smrt’.

V starych pribehoch i$lo o jednotlivé
dramatické nestastia. V. nedavnych
dejindch, ktoré si eSte mnohi osobne
pamétaju, bezcitnost’ pomsty prerastla
aj Statut l'udskosti.

Len tazko sa da zabudnut na krivdy
pomsty pocas poslednej svetovej
vojny. A ¢o po nej? Zeby s nastupu-
jicim mierom nastal aj pokoj Vv
srdciach?

Dalo by sa argumentovat’ tym, Ze nie-
len v kazdej vojne, ale rovnako i po nej
nastupuje pomsta tych, ktori prezili,
lebo nem6zu ¢i nechcli zabudnut' na
utlak voc¢i nim a takto maji moznost
splatit’ svoj dlh.

Vo februari, pred 70 rokmi, sa uz viac-
menej tusilo, aky bude zaver druhej
svetovej vojny. Spojenci, eventualne aj
kazdy rozmyslajuci Clovek vedel, ze
Nemecko ma vacésinu svojich muzov
na vojnovych bojiskach, a preto v jeho
mestach ziju prevazne zeny, dochod-
covia a deti.

Po uplynulych desatrociach je naivné
¢itat’, ze kobercové - masové - bom-
bardovacie nalety spojencov mali za
ucel likvidovat’ nepriatel'ské vyrobne a
hlavné staby. Na to by asi bolo urcené
bombardovanie Specifickych cielov, a
nie miest. Logicky zaver preto opat
pred vsetko iné postavi slovo “poms-
ta”.

Jedno z najpopularnejSich a najkra-
jSich miest Nemecka od 13. do 15.
februara 1945 podlahlo z vécsej Casti
snad’ prvykrat v historii “dekovému
bombardovaniu”, pri ktorom zahynulo
priblizne 25 000 T'udi.

Ako uvadzaju svetové média: Tychto
naletov sa zucastnilo 722 tazkych
bombardérov britského Kralovského
letectva (RAF) a 527 lietadiel
Vzdusnych sil armady USA (USAAF),
ktoré na mesto zvrhli vyse 3 900 ton
vysoko vybusnych bomb a zapalnych

latok. Rozhodnutie zbombardovat

Drazdany je dosial predmetom
diskusii. Spojenci udajne dufali, Ze sa
tym wurychli kapitulacia nacistov.

Niektori historici vsak tvrdia, Ze
znicenie mesta bolo zbytocnym
zmarnenim  ludskych  Zivotov a
tragickym  plytvanim  kulturnym

dedicstvom, pricom na vysledok vojny
malo takmer zanedbatelny dosah.”
Mimo inych dokumentov je tato
udalost zvecnend v romdne "Bitunok C.
5" z roku 1969 od amerického
spisovatela Kurta Vonneguta, ktory
bombardovanie Drazdan prezil v
improvizovanom bunkri ako vojnovy
zajatec.

Osobna pomsta - vedetta

Nedavno britsky historik Keith Lowe
vydal vo svojej knihe “Kruty konti-
nent” svedectvo “o pomste”. Niektori z
kritikov ju povazuju za prili§ drsnd,
rozduchavajucu bolestivé spomienky,
ktoré by mnohi uz nechceli pocut’.
Kniha sa venuje Europe kratko po
skonceni druhej svetovej vojny, ked
takmer vSade panoval chaos a
bezvladie. V priereze ukazok (Recenz.
Inaque ) je naha, nezamaskovana reali-
ta tychto dni... Napriek tomu niektoré,
hoci historicky dokazané skuto¢nosti
kvoli ich brutalnemu opisu neuvere-

jnime...

Ak bolo kradnutie a ilegalny obchod
vaznym probléemom v celej Europe,
potom vSadepritomna hrozba nasilia
bola krizou.

Aj daleko od bojovej zony bolo nasilie
rovnako brutalne a nekonecné, akurat
v osobnejsej rovine. Viziov v tisickach
taborov nutenych prdac po celej Eurdpe
kazdy den kruto tyrali. Zidia vo
vychodnej Eurdpe sa stali Stvanou
zverou a boli zabijani. Popravy kolab-
orantov v severnom Taliansku spustali
nekonecny kolobeh represalii a pro-
tirepresalii, ktoré niekedy nadobudali
podobu osobnej pomsty — vendetty.
Koncom vojny sa vsetko toto stalo bez-
nou rutinou. V dosledku toho a vobec
nie prekvapujuco sa akty extrémneho
nasilia stali pomerne beznymi na
celom kontinente.

Netreba vel'a predstavivosti, aby sme si
uvedomili, Ze ti, ktori sa stali obetami
bezného nasilia, mali sami vacési skion
pachat rovnaké nasilnosti.

Znasilnovanie

Toto je téema, ktorad spdaja mnohé z toho,
¢o som doposial’ rozoberal a ktord sa
dotyka dalsich veci, o ktorych este
hovorit budem. Znasiliiovanie pocas
vojny  symbolizuje  zneuzivanie
vojenskej sily a bezdévodné pouzivanie
nasilia proti bezmocnému civilnému
obyvatelstvu. Pocas Il. svetovej vojny
sa z toho vyvinul fenomén, ktory pre-
rastol vsetky dovtedy zndame proporcie:
pocas tejto vojny a najmd v jej
zaverecnom Stadiu doslo k vdicsiemu
poctu znasilnent, nez v akejkolvek inej
vojne v historii. Hlavnym motivacnym
faktorom, najmd okamZite po boji, bola
pomsta — lenze problem sa vymkol z
ruk, nakolko tu zlyhali institucie oboch
znepriatelenych armad.

Najhorsie veci sa diali vo vychodnej
Eurdpe, predovsetkym v oblastiach
Sliezska a vychodného Pruska, kde
sovietski vojaci po prvy raz vstupili na
nemecku podu.

To naznacuje, ze dolezitymi — a vari
najdolezitejsimi — faktormi masového
znasilnovania, ku ktorému doslo v roku
1945, bola pomsta a snaha dominovat.
No k najvicsiemu poctu znasilneni
doslo v Nemecku. Vo vychodnom
Prusku, Sliezsku a v Pomoransku boli
znasilnené desattisice Zien a potom
zabité v orgidch nefalsSovaného stre-
dovekého nasilia. Marie Naumannova,
mlada matka z Baerwalde v
Pomoransku bola znasilnena a potom
obesend hordou vojakov na tram

stodoly vedla svojho manzela. Ich deti
zaskrtili povrazmi a lezali im mrtve
pod nohami. Nejaki polski civilisti ju
odrezali, kym este Zila. Ked' sa jej spy-
tali, kto jej to urobil a ona odpovedala,
Ze ruski vojaci, oznacili ju za klamarku
a zbili ju. Zena nedokazala zniest to,
Co sa jej stalo, a tak sa pokusila utopit
v nedalekom potoku...

Nemecké projekty ordlnej historie,
cirkevné archivy i nemecka viada zhro-
mazdili tisicky podobnych pribehov. Aj

sovietske zdroje tieto  historky
potvrdzuju.  Spomienky  byvalych
ruskych  dostojnikov  a  neskor

spisovatelov, ako boli Lev Kopelev ¢i
Alexander Solzenicyn.

Vypocet zndasilneni v roku 1945 je
vskutku nechutny, podobne ako
vypocet inych zverstiev spdchanych
pocas vojny. Bolo ich ohromné mnoZzst-
vo. Pribehy uchované vo Vychodnom
archive v Koblenzi sa Citaju rovnako
monotonne ako opisy masakier Zidov
pocas norimberského procesu. Je to
nekonecné opakovanie hroz, ktoré
clovek nedokadze uniest.

Vo Viedni podla hlaseni klinik a
lekarov bolo znasilnenych 87-tisic
zien. V Berline to bolo este horsie,
udaje hovoria o 110-tisicoch zndsil-
nenych obeti. Na vychode krajiny,
najmd v oblastiach nedaleko soviet-
skych kasarni, trvala hrozba utokov az
do konca roku 1948. Odhaduje sa, ze
bezprostredne po vojne boli v Nemecku
zndsilnené takmer dva miliony
nemeckych Zien..

Nesmieme vSak zabudat, Ze tento
masovy fenomén sa dotkol aj muzov.
Mnoho z nich sa muselo pozerat, ako
im pred ocami zndsilnuju manzelky,
matky, sestry a dcéry. Ti, ktori sa
pokusili zasiahnut, boli casto zastre-
lent.

(kratené)

Dominovalo iba jedno - a to POMSTA
Aj v Cechach i na Slovensku

Ktosi zachoval a pred niekolkymi
rokmi zverejnil filmovy dokument, na
ktorom je vidiet’, ako v Prahe tesne po
ukonceni vojny prebiehal boj pomsty.
Ako nékladné auta prechadzaji po este
zivych a dobitych Cechoch, prevazne
nemeckého povodu.

Objavili sa 1 fotografie zdravotnych
sestier z “nemeckej nemocnice”, ktoré
dav bil a nakoniec niektoré polial ben-
zinom a zapalil. Dokumenty o nasil-
nom vyhosteni nemeckej menSiny,
ktora zila uz po staroc¢ia v Sudetoch ¢i
v inych ceskych krajoch, patri podla

nemeckych materialov k
najbrutalnejsim v celej Europe.

A ¢o Slovensko?

Tak ako v Cesku, tak i na Slovensku
povojnové perzeklcie a brutalita sa
plne vymkli z Tudskosti. Osadnici
nemeckého povodu, ktori osidlovali
vtedajSie uzemie (Slovenska) pred
600 rokmi boli uddvani s plnym
vedomim, Ze svojich spoluobCanov
posielaja na smrt’. Podobné tomu boli
udania pre Ruskia NKVD, ktoré bez
dokazov ¢i minimalneho overenia si
pravdivosti posielala so Slovakmi
naplnené nakladné vagény do
sibirskych taborov.

Nebolo vobec zriedkavostou, ze vSetci
l'udia z podujatia, ako napriklad oslava
narodenin, udané ako oslava fasistov,
boli zatknuti a po kratkom “vySetrova-
com” procese odkomandovani do
ruskych koncentra¢nych gulagov.
Alebo priklad svadby vo vycho-
doslovenskej dedine, kde okrem
jednotlivych  svadobcanov,  ktori
nahodou neboli v tom ¢ase v miestnos-
ti, celé osadenstvo bolo po kratkom
védzeni odoslané budovat sibirske
cesty. V tomto pripade vsak neslo o
udanie, ale osobni pomstu ruského
vojaka, ktory ako host' na svadobnej
hostine otvorene vulgarne obtazoval
nevestu. Po slovenskej facke od
mladoZenicha odiSiel, no o niekol’ko
hodin NKVD ukon¢ilo radost’ a nasta-
lo hromadné zatykanie. Bola to ukazka
jeho osobnej pomsty.

Ak by toto slovo hrozy skoncilo
vojnovou masinériou, nedalo by sa
sice zabudnut,, ale s bolest'ou odloZit'...
Co vsak povojnové Sialenstvo
udavacov, ktori za svoju judassku
pracu pomahacov katov dostévali
odmenu a nové tituly. Nielenze
zotrvavalo, ale aj nad’alej prekvitalo.
Ved tisice muklov v koncentraénych
taboroch byvalého Cesko - Slovenska
bolo odpisanych z l'udskej spolo¢nosti
ako hmota, ktori mozZno beztrestne

otrockou pracou ¢i  mucenim
likvidovat'.
Hrozy kazdej vojny otriasaja

I'udstvom. Pomsta, ktora sa rodi nielen
pocas nej, ale v maximalnej tendencii
hlavne po nej, ni¢i nielen telo a poko-
ruje dusSu, ale Spini a hanobi dejiny
naroda, ktory ju prijal ako Cast’ svojho
Zivota.

Jan Uher



Amerika oplakava slovenskeho hrdinu:

Psik Sultan padol v b

Milacik policajného oddelenia
zachranil svojich ludskych
kolegov.

Zomrel ako velky hrdina!
Krizenec  nemeckého a
belgického ovéiaka s menom
Sultan sluzil v kalifornskom
meste Riverside na
policajnom oddeleni.

Chytal zlo¢incov, vyhladaval
drogy a dostal za mreze

desiatky nebezpecnych
pachatelov. Bol taky Sikovny,
ze ho ako rovnocenného

partnera brali aj jeho Tl'udski
policajni kolegovia. Poslednti
vel’ku raziu, zial’, neprezil a za
psikom, ktory svojou odvahou
zachranil niekol’ko muzov
zakona, place teraz cela
Amerika. Tento  hrdina,
ktorého uz pozna cely svet,
pochadza zo Slovenska.

V sluzbe v Kalifornii bol
trojro¢ny Sultan rok a pol. Za
ten Cas vSak vypatral
mnozstvo zlo¢incov, pomohol
vyriesit desiatky pripadov a
ziskal si srdcia svojich polica-
jnych  kolegov. Krizenca
belgického a nemeckého
ovciaka poznali aj pachatelia v
uliciach mesta Riverside a
mali pred nim reSpekt. Nikto
netusil, ze hrozbou pre dro-
govych dilerov a vrahov bude

Sultan len tak kratko.

Na konci januara ho kolegovia
zapojili do policajnej akcie,
pri  ktorej prenasledovali
nebezpecného zlocCinca Todda
Allena Hodgea (F 36). Mali ho
predviest pred sudcu pre
nelegalne drzanie zbrane. Muz
sa vSak skryval a policajti ho
nevedeli najst, pomohol im
vSak Sultan. ,,Po kratkom Case
ho wvynuchal v podzemnej
skrysi, kde ho zahnal do kuta,*
spominal na tragicky den
Geoff Raya, zastupca Serifa.
Onedlho sa vSak ozvala
strel'ba a psik od
nebezpecného zlocinca dostal
nemilosrdni ranu do krku.
Ledva sa priplazil k svojmu
Pudskému part’dkovi Markovi
Walla- ceovi , ktory sa prave s
d’alsimi policajtmi chystal na
vstup do objektu. Muzi zékona
nakoniec Hodgea z diery
doslova vydymili slzotvornym
plynom. Ked’Ze sa im postavil
na odpor so zbraiiou v ruke,
kriminalnika zastrelili.

Milacikovi  oddelenia v
Riverside vSak wuz lekari
pomdct nedokazali. ,Ked
som prisiel k veterinarovi,
zdvihol som nevladneho
Sultana zo zadného sedadla
policajného auta. Bol mftvy.

priatelom cloveka. Sultan
nebol iba najlepsim priatel'om
¢loveka, bol mojim najlep$im
priatelom,” nevedel zadrzat
plac jeho partner Mark.

,»Bol to jeden z najhorSich dni
mojho Zivota, som si isty, Ze
Sultan v ten den zachranil
zivot nielen mne, ale aj d’al$im
policajtom,”  tvrdi  stale
zni¢eny psovod. Sultana,
ktory ma slovenské korene,
pochovali so vSetkymi $tatny-
mi poctami. Na pohrebe bolo
viac ako 1 200 ludi a 100
policajnych psov. Ked’ Serifov
zastupca niesol urnu so
Sultanovym popolom, polica-
jti sa postavili do pozoru,
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oji proti zlocinu!

zasalutovali a na pocest’ psika
zaznela vojenska tribka.

V smuto¢nom sprievode §lo aj
22 psov so svojimi psovodmi.
Pocas posledného potlesku sa
vSetky psy naraz rozstekali.
»Bol to fenomenalny pes. Mal
energiu Steniatka, ale srdce
ochrancu. Bol presne taky,
akého policia potrebovala,*
povedala na pohrebe Crystal
Ruiz, starostka mesta San
Jacinto. ,,NaSe deti, ale aj
vSetci obCania ho milovali,*
dodala. Sultanovi dokonca
postavia aj pomnik.

»Je to pocta pre slovenskych
cvicitelov, ze pes, ktory

presiel naS$im  vycvikom,
ziskal ~ S§tatne  pocty v
zahrani¢i,” tvrdi Jozef Hramec
z vycyikového strediska psov
K9 v Ziline. ,,0dkedy sme sa o
tom dozvedeli, Ze sa nam
podarilo vycvicit’ Specialistu,
ktory ziskal svetovy uspech,
telefonujeme si navzijom a
snazime sa zistit, kto presne
ho vycevicil,” vravi odbornik.
Moéze pochadzat’ z polica-
jného vycviku, od vojenskych
$pecialistov. a mohol ho
vycviCit' a predat’ aj civilny
cvicitel, ktory nie je nikde
organizovany.

Cas.sk

Svetova legenda odhalila Sokujuce pozadie
ruskeho hokeja: Za vsetkym je KGB!

Fetisov vysiel s pravdou von.

Legenda svetového formatu odhalila
Sokujice pozadie sovietskeho hokeja
pod vedenim Viktora Tichonova.

Zahada je konecne odhalena! Velky
zéazrak na lade, ktory sa odohral na
ZOH 1980 v Lake Placid, vlastne
nebol vobec zazrak. Urcite vSetci
dobre viete, ze re¢ je o piatku 22.
Februara 1980, kedy hviezdami nabity
tim zo Sovietskeho zvizu podl'ahol vo
findle amatérskemu univerzitnému
vyberu z USA pod vedenim trénera
Herba Brooksa. O prekvapivom tri-
umfe Spojenych Statov bol dokonca
nato¢eny film z hollywoodskej pro-
dukcie s nazvom ,Miracle®, teda
Zazrak.

Po viac nez dvadsiatich rokoch vniesli
svetlo do celého pripadu samotni
aktéri. Ruska filmova produkcia sa
totiz rozhodla natoCit  vlastny
dokumentarny serial s nazvom
»Cervend Armada“, ktory odhalil
pravy dovod Sokujucej prehry ruskej
masiny, ktortl reprezentovali hraci ako
uto¢nici Sergej Makarov, Vladimir
Krutov, obrancovia Vjaceslav Fetisov,
Alexej Kasatonov ¢i legenda medzi
brankarmi Vladislav Tretiak.

Fetisov vidi pri¢inu netspechu v
hlavnom trénerovi a agentovi KGB
Viktorovi Tichonovi, ktory zomrel v
novembri 2014 vo veku 84 rokov.
Tichonov badal vo findlovom zapase
obrovskt prilezitost presadit moc
komunistického systému, rovnako ako
chceel stoj Co stoj presadit’ svoju vlast-
na genialitu.

Tichonov sa rozhodol po prvej tretine
za stavu 2:2 odvolat, v tom Ccase,
najlepSieho brankara sveta Vladislava
Tretiaka (ktory hral profesionalny
hokej za tim CSKA Moskva) a

nahradil ho goélmanom Dynama
Moskva Vladimirom Miskinom.
Fetisov obvinuje Tichonova z toho, Ze
v zapase dal az prili§ vel'a priestoru a
¢asu hrdcom z Dynama.

prehladom ovladnut’ osem z nasledu-

jucich desiatich svetovych turnajov.

Hraci vSak Coraz viac tazili po slo-
bode, ktorad im bola upierana.

» 11l goly zo Styroch sme inkasovali v
Case, kedy sa na lade nachadzala
obrannd dvojica Dynama Moskva,*
prezradza v dokumente Fetisov. ,,Celé
to mala pod palcom KGB. Dynamo je
totiz KGB. Tri zo S$tyroch... Pocas
mojich striedani sme nepustili ani
jeden! Miskin bol taktiez hrac
Dynama. Tichonov sa snaZil umlcat’
Cervenu Armadu z CSKA.

Zatial' ¢o Americania sa z fenomenal-
neho tspechu tesia este dnes, Tichonov
sa rozhodol svojich zverencov za
prehru poriadne vytrestat. Zriadil
provizorny tréningovy kemp, d’aleko
od rodin hokejistov, v ktorom $portov-
ci na sebe makali takmer cely den.
Tréner so Zralo¢im pohladom pri tom
dovolil hraCom stravit’ iba 36 dni do
roka s ich pribuznymi.

Napriek tvrdej drezire dokazali
Sovieti v rokoch 1978-1990 s

Spomina aj Gretzky

V dokumente sa taktiez divakom na
kratky moment predstavi aj legenda
medzi legendami Wayne Gretzky,
ktory méd so sovietskou Spionaznou
sluzbou KGB taktiez sktisenosti. V
roku 1987 sa v tom case 26-rocny
Gretzky rozhodol v rodi¢ovskom
dome v kanadskom Brantforde
(provincia Ontario) usporiadat’ mensiu
party.

Sovietsky hokejovy tim sa prave vtedy
nachadzal v Ontariu, pretoZze sa tam
konal exhibi¢ny zapas pred zaciatkom
svetovej série s nazvom Kanadsky
pohar. Pozvani na party boli
samozrejme hraci z uz spominanej
hokejovej piatky. Malo to vSak jeden
hacik. Hviezdy hokejového neba
museli byt sprevadzané agentmi KGB,
rovnako ako na party nemohol chybat’
ani autokraticky tréner Tichonov.

Slovo dalo slovo a tak sa stalo, Zze v
lete 1987 sa na dvore skromného tro-
jizbového domu opravara Waltera
Gretzkyho hostila hokejova smotanka.
Sovieti doniesli kaviar, rodina
Gretzkych podavala steaky. Kanadsky
hokejovy carodejnik Wayne mal vSak
Cosi za lubom. Zatial ¢o jeho otec
rozptyloval pozornost’ agentov KGB
na Cele s Tichonovom, mlady Wayne
zobral ruskych hraCov do suterénu
rodinného domu, kde ich ponukol pori-
adne vychladenym pivom. Keby toto
videl Tichonowv...

Gretzky pritom nariadil jednému zo
svojich kamaratov, aby za Ziadnych
okolnosti do suterénu nikto nevstupil.
,»Nepusti sem ziadneho agenta. Davaj
pozor na schody a nedovol nikomu
sem prist. Ak na teba vytiahnu zbran,
zavolaj ma,” zneli prikazy rodinnému
priatel’ovi.

Hokejisti medzi sebou debatovali pri
pive takmer hodinu a pol. Vymienali si
spolu historky, zdielali tizby a sny...
Bariérou nebola ani jazykova priepast’,
Larionov a Fetisov totiz ovladali
angli¢tinu plynule, a tak predkladali.
Velmi Tlahko na$li spolo¢ni rec.
Gretzkého stary otec dokonca emi-
groval z Bieloruska do Kanady. Keby
sa tak nestalo, Wayne by hral zrejme
po ich boku. ,Poriadne nam to
vsetkym rozsirilo obzory. Aj mne, aj
im," povedal Gretzky. ,,Vypocul som si
vSeliCo o ich zivotoch a o tom, ¢im
vSetkym si museli prejst’.*

»Prave pre toto je Sport tak krasny,
viete? zaspominal aj Fetisov. ,,Jeden z
najlepSich hracov historie pozve do
svojho domu thlavnych nepriatelov.
To jednoducho musite respektovat’ do
konca zivota.*

(kratené)

Sport.cas
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Bifakov pamatnik poburil aktivistov aj UPN:
Je nebezpecny ako akcie neonacistov

Pre Bilakov pamétnik mozu
mat’ opletacky s policiou nie
ti, ¢o ho postavili, ale umelci,
ktori ho pomalovali.
Odhalenie pamétnika komuni-
stickému pohlavarovi Vasilovi
Bil'akovi v sobotu v jeho rod-
nej obci poburilo Ustav
paméti naroda aj politickych
vézinov.

Umelecki aktivisti bustu hned’
v noci pomalovali Cervenou
farbou, za €o zasa zacala poli-
cia priestupkové konanie pre
poskodenie cudzieho majetku.

Pamétnik odhalili Bilakovi v
Krajnej Bystrej v okrese
Svidnik pri prileZitosti prvého
vyrocia jeho smrti a zaroven
mu udelili cestné obcianstvo
in memoriam. Reportaz o tom
priniesla RTVS. Miestni v nej
najmi zdoraziovali, ako vyz-
namny politik obci a okresu
pomohol.

Vysoky komunisticky
funkcionar sa pritom podpisal
pod pozyvaci list pre vojska
VarSavskej zmluvy, ktoré
potlacili v byvalom
Ceskoslovensku obrodny pro-
ces v roku 1968 a bol aj vyz-
namnou postavou ndslednej
normalizacie. Za svoje ¢iny

Vasil Bil'ak

enarodil sa v roku 1917 v
Krajnej Bystrej pri Svidniku,
svyucil sa za krajéira,
°do komunistickej
vstupil v roku 1945,
*do vedenia strany sa dostal v
roku 1962,

*je podpisany pod pozyvacim
listom z roku 1968, Sovietov
prosil o zasah,

eudrzal si vplyv v strane az do
roku 1988, zvySok Zivota
stravil vo vile na Slavine,
*zomrel ako 96-ro¢ny.

strany

,,Sme rozhor¢eni, vnimame to
ako vysmech politickym
véznom a vSetkym demokrat-
ickym sildm,” reaguje na
odhalenie pamitnika Ondrej
Krajnak, $éf Ustavu pamaéti
naroda.

Pamitnik Bilakovi oznacil za
zvratenu iniciativu, z hl'adiska
vyrovnavania sa s obdobim

neslobody za  rovnako
nebezpeéni  ako  pokusy
ospravedlnovat  nacistické
zlociny.

UPN sa podla neho odmieta
neCinne prizerat, ako sa v
dosledku straty pamiti z
byvalych prenasledovatel'ov

Krajnaka ospravedInit’ zlo¢iny
KSC, ktorej bol exponentom.
,,Vztah doktora Vasila Bil'aka
k tomuto kraj, ku Krajnej
Bystrej a jej Tudom bol
uprimny a hodny obdivu,*
povedal pocas odhalovania
pamitnika starosta obce Jan
Stefanco. V nedel'n uz ned-
vihal telefon ani neodpovedal
na esemesky.

Na odhalenie pamétnika prislo
aj vela sympatizantov a
¢lenov Komunistickej strany
Slovenska. ,,Internacionalna
pomoc nevyhnutnd bola,*
hovoril Jozef Hrdli¢ka, dnesny
seéf mimoparlamentnych
komunistov.

Za reportaz RTVS kritizovali
l'udia na socialnych sietach,
pretoze bola k Bilakovi prilis
neutralna. Hovorkyna vere-
jnopravnej televizie Dominika
Sulkovd na kritiku do
uzavierky nereagovala.

Cervena svina

Pamitnik poburil kosickych
vytvarnikov Petra Kalmusa a
Lubosa Lorenza. Este v sobo-
tu pred polnocou ho
postriekali ¢ervenou farbou a
pridali napis ,,svina“.

nebol nikdy odstideny. Zomrel stdvaju novodobé obete. ,Odhalenie pamitnika som poruSujuce Ustavu a zdkon,” povedala Jana Migalova,
vlani v Bratislave ako 96- Ziadny kultrny dom v obci, povazoval za nie¢o Sokujuce a vysvetlil ~ Kalmus  svoje preSovska krajskd policajna
rocny. za ktory rodaci chvalia absurdné a podla mojho min- pocCinanie. hovorkyfa.
Bilaka, nemd?e podla imalneho pravneho nazoru . Vec je zatial evidovana ako
priestupok proti majetku,” SME

Vyvazeny
Bilak

osobnosti, s tisickrat pozitivnejSim ziv-
otnym dielom, a nepostavili im pomnik v

najsledovanejSom Case.

Skuto€nost, Ze zlo€iny komunizmu
neboli na Slovensku sudené a odsu-
dené, si nesieme ako bremeno v mno-
hych podobach.

Jednou z nich je aj ,vyvazené® spravo-
dajstvo verejnopravnej televizie o vyroci
umrtia funkcionara Vasila Bilaka.

Keby bol tento bolSevik aspori symbol-
icky — napriklad ako Alojz Lorenc a jeho

traja kumpani v Cesku — potrestany za
zlo€iny, ktoré spachal, popleteni
redaktori RTVS by nato ili zaiste menej
Lvyvazenu“ spomienku.

Jednému sa azZ rozum zastavi, ako
moéze vbbec niekomu v televizii
napadnut urobit spravu z toho, ze uz
rok je o jedného megakomunistu mene;j.
Svet opustili desiatky vyznamnych
osobnosti, s tisickrat pozitivnejSim Ziv-

otnym dielom, a nepostavili im pomnik v
najsledovanejSom &ase.

ESteze medialni experti presviedcaju,
ako sa uroven RTVS za $éfovania
Vaclava Miku zlepsila.

Keby sme nepozerali, ani neuverime.

Peter Schutz
SME

Jozefska ulica zaZila pritomnost Ludovita Stdra i vznik nadej hymny

VBratislave byval Ludovit Star na
viacerych miestach. Okrem Panenskej
ulice, kde zil v blizkosti Evanjelického
Iycea, to bol aj rohovy dom na dnes$nej
Jozefskej ulici. Nevie sa celkom
presne, ¢i ide o objekt, v ktorom je
dnes jedalen Divny Janko alebo o
rozny dom, kde prave dokoncuju
novostavbu. Rozhodujuce je, ze je to
urcite tento priestor.

Zo zivotopisu Janka Kalinciaka sa
dozvedame, ze jeden Skolsky rok byval
spolo¢ne s Ludovitom Stirom na
private na Jozefskej ulici.
Pravdepodobne to bolo v Skolskom
roku 1840-1841, po navrate Stira zo
stadii v nemeckom meste Halle, teda
predtym, ako si naSiel viacrocné
bydlisko vo Fernolayovskom dome na
Panenskej wulici. Vtedy sa Star
Kalin¢iakovi priznal, Ze mieni
podniknut’ vSetky kroky na uzakonenie
spisovnej slovenciny ako literarneho
jazyka Slovékov.

Tento fakt ma velky vyznam pre
pochopenie Stirovej geniality. Na ofi-
cidlnych hodinach i na samovzdela-
vacich krazkoch Stur viedol Studentov,
viac-menej svojich vrstovnikov, k

tomu, aby po nadobudnuti vzdelania
boli  schopni literdrnej tvorby.
Uvedomoval si totiz, ze jedna vec st
pravidla gramatiky a pravopisu, no
rovnako dolezity je aj fakt, aby mal kto
uviest’ literdrnu re¢ do zivota. Preto na
hodindch i stretnutiach v rémci
samovzdelavacieho krizku presadzo-
val taky program a obsah, na ktorom
by vyrastali buduci literarni tvorcovia.
Preto su zapisnice a kroniky z tychto
Cias plné basni, balad, rozpravok,
povesti, poviedok, literarnokritickych
a literarnovednych stati a eseji. A
naozaj - coskoro sa so svojimi dielami
objavili také zjavy naSej literarnej
kultiry, ako boli Andrej Sladkovic,
Janko Kral, Jan Botto, Samo
Chalupka, Jozef Miloslav Hurban,
Janko Kalin¢iak, Michal Miloslav
Hodza a mnohi d’alsi.

Autor piesne Nad Tatrou sa blyska

Na tomto mieste, v miestnosti
sukromného domu, vznikla aj naSa
dnesna $tatna hymna. Na private tam
vtedy byvali viaceri Studenti, medzi
nimi aj Janko Mattska. A prave v jeho
izbe sa v marci 1844 stretli viaceri
Studenti, aby si spresnili ¢as a okolnos-
ti odchodu z Bratislavy do Levoce. A

ked’Ze chceli pritom poriadne "tresnat’
dverami", potrebovali k tomu piesei.
Podl'a vsetkého, najleps$iu basnicka
"slinu" mal v ten vecer domaci Janko
Matuaska. Jozef Podhradsky a Viliam
Pauliny mu striedavo vybrnkavali na
citare melodiu 'udovej piesne Kopala
studienku, pozerala do nej a Janko

Mattska sa do tonov melddie triafal
verSami. No a ostatni ich rychlo
zapisovali. Svedectvo o tom nam
zanechal Jan Francisci vo Vlastnom
Zivotopise.

(TASR)



Tajomstvo sestry

Ked' ¢lovek zomrie v pokoji, je
to vyhraty boj tvrdi sestra
Judita zo spolocnosti vincen-
tiek, ktora posobi v jedinom

mobilnom hospice  pre
dospelych.

Nebyva v klastore, ani
neskladd  veclné sl'uby.

Spolo¢ne s d’al§imi sestrami
Zije v prenajatom byte a denne
najazdi desiatky kilometrov v
aute. Erika Cakova, alias
sestra Judita zo Spolo¢nosti
Dcér krestanskej lasky sv.
Vincenta de Paul, uz viac ako
dvadsat’ rokov zasvicuje svoj
zivot starym, chorym, bezdo-
movcom a umierajucim. A na
rovinu hovori, ze smrt’ v jej
vnimani nie je ani zla, ani
frustrujuca. ,,Tvrdim, Ze je to
charizma , ktorda vyplyva z
mdjho povolania, ale svoj
podiel v tom urcite zohrava aj
moja sangvinickd povaha,*
komentuje s uUsmevom, uz
navyknutd na scasti obdivné,
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Mniska nie je, no habit nosi.

Judity

mi chodbami nech st ulice
| mesta.’. A treba povedat, ze
sa mu podaril zivotaschopny
projekt. Jeho spoloc¢nost
svojim aktuadlnym poctom
Clenov prevysuje iné rehole v
ramci sveta i Slovenska.

Milovnicka puzzle

»oestra Judita, a bol svity
Vincent alkoholik? Lebo keby
sam nepil, ako by vedel, ako
nam treba pomahat'?’“ Aj
spomienky na takéto odzbro-
jujice otazky si nosi sestra
Judita v pamiti. ,,Cudia bez
domova, o ktorych sa v ramci
obc¢ianskeho zdruZenia
Slnecnica sestry vincentky
staraju v ramci nizkoprahovej
noclaharne Depaul ¢i Utulku
sv. Luzjy, sa dokazu pytat’
naozaj odzbrojujuco,” smeje
sa a spomina aj na situaciu,
ako sa raz vSetci natlacili do
jednej unimobunky, len aby sa
ich opytala, ako sa maju.
LZlati su, raz sa mi snazili

sCasti neveriace pohlady,
ktoré toto jej ,,priznanie*
obvykle vyvolava.

Vincentské revolucia

Vincentky nie st mniSky ani
reholnicky, no napriek tomu
skladaju sl'uby Ccistoty, chudo-
by a poslusnosti. A pridavaji k
nim dokonca aj §tvrty, v istom
zmysle najpodstatnejsi: sluzbu
Kristovi v chudobnych. ,,K
slubom sa vSak zavdzujeme

na jeden rok, 25. marca ich
obnovujeme vzdy nanovo.“

Kazdé nové ,,ano“ vSak
vyslovuju s vedomim, ze sa k
nemu zavéizuju do konca
zivota.

Tato netradicna zvyklost’ ma
korene v 17. storoci, teda v
dobe, kedy svity Vincent
takzvanu spolo¢nost’ apostol-
ského zivota v Parizi zakladal.
,V tom Case existovali

vyluéne klauzirne klastory,
ktoré¢ ich clenovia nemohli
opustat. A hoci sa starali aj o
biednych a chudobnych, mod-
litebny zivot bol prednejsi. No
svaty  Vincent tazil po
spolocenstve, v ktorom by
bola prioritou prave sluzba
chudobnym a sestry by ich
mohli navstevovat’ aj doma,
objasiiuje sestra Judita. A tak
sa kiaz Vincent de Paul spolu

s Lujzou de Marillac rozhodol
zalozit’ osobitny typ
spolo¢nosti: bez veénych
slubov, bez habitov (ten sa
vyvinul aZz postupne), bez
klastora. , Vravieval, Ze
musime byt eSte dokonalejSie
ako samotné reholnicky:
avsak vylu¢ne preto, aby sme
lepSie slazili chudobnym.
“Vasim zavojom nech je vasa
skromnost’ a vaSimi klastorny-

nechat' otvorené dvere, aby
som z toho  vzduchu
,nenafukala’, lebo vSak poj-
dem domov autom.“
Realisticky konstatuje, ze sa
medzi nimi na$lo aj dost’
L[fiskusov’. ,,V prvom rade st
to vSak ludia, o maju za
sebou tazké zivotné sklusenos-
ti. Napriek tomu mnohi zosta-
vaju obdivuhodne otvoreni.*

Pokracovanie na str. 10

Pripitok k Siestej Ottawske;
Fasiangovej Zabave

D o6lezitou sucast’'ou zZivota Slovakov
v zahrani¢i je snaha o zachovanie poc-
itu prepojenia s domacou kultirou
prostrednictvom uctievania a pripomi-
nania si sviatkov a tradicii, vdaka
ktorym sme pySni na nase slovanské
korene. Januar aj februar v strednej
Eurépe je totiz Casom, ktory sa
neodmyslitelne spaja so zimnymi ples-
mi a maskarnymi zdbavami.

Ottawska slovenska komunita rozumie
dolezitosti udrziavania si tychto zvyk-
losti aj za hranicami naSej malebne;j

rodnej zeme a uz po Siestykrat zorgani-
zovala oslavu FaSiangov, obdobia
medzi Dnom Troch kralov po
Vianociach a Popolcovou stredou pred
Vel'kou Nocou.

Siedmeho februdra sa vyse 160 hosti
skrylo pred chladom jednej z d’alsich
krutych ottawskych zim a zislo pod
strechou St. Anthony’s Soccer Club
Hall na vecierku plnom dobrét, tanca,
farebnych masiek, a peknych
tombolovych cien.

Jeho Excelencia, novy slovensky

vel'vyslanec, pan Andrej Droba s
manzelkou Danielou sa v tento
Specidlny vecer s radostou pridali k
zabave-chtivym krajanom. Zda sa, Ze
spravy o nasej kazdoroc¢nej fasian-
govej veselici sa dostali do usi aj
Ottawcanom mimo slovenskej komu-
nity. Skupina desiatich z okolia Manor
Park sediaca pri stole Cislo 16 sa v
kratkom rozhovore pre Slovak
Spectrum priznali, ze sa o nasej akcii
doditali na internete, Ze si vecer v nasej
spolocnosti vychutnali do sytosti, a ze
sa tu s nami planuju stretnit’ opat’ o
rok.

Srde¢na vd’aka patri vSetkym, ktori sa
tejto veselej udalosti zGcastnili a rok
¢o rok Fasiangy podporuju. TeSime sa
na dalSie stretnutie na tane¢nom par-
kete vo Februari 2016.

A teraz si spolocne pripime na nové
priatel'stva a prijemné stretnutia,
rychly koniec tohtoro¢nej zimy, skory
prichod jari, a na skuto¢ne prosperuju-
ci rok pre vsetkych! Na zdravie!

Maria Habanikova
Ilustraéné fotografie od Tibora Deja na
strane 8

V pripade
podozrivého z
terorizmu
rozhodli o
vydavace]
vazbe

Hamzata S. zadrZala policia 15.
janudra veCer na hrani¢nom
priechode Vy§né Nemecké; muz ces-

toval zo Slovenska na Ukrajinu.

KoSice/Moskva 23. februdira  —
Predsednicka senatu Krajského stidu v
Kosiciach rozhodla dnes o vzati
Hamzata S., povodom z Cecenska,
ktory je v Ruskej federacii podozrivy z
terorizmu, do vydavacej vizby. Ta
zacne zadrzanému plynut dneSnym
diom. TASR o tom informovala
hovorkynna  Krajského sadu v
Kosiciach Marcela Galova.

"Proti tomuto uzneseniu je pripustna
staznost do troch dni," wuviedla
hovorkyia. Staznost vSak nema
odkladny ucinok a rozhodne o nej
Najvyssi sud SR.

Hamzata S. zadrzala policia 15.

januara vecer na hrani¢énom priechode
Vysné Nemecké; muz cestoval zo
Slovenska na Ukrajinu.

Policajny prezident Tibor Gaspar
informoval, Ze lustraciou v databazach
Interpolu  pri  hrani¢nej kontrole
policajti zistili, ze muz je hladany
Ruskou federaciou.

Medzinarodny zatykaci rozkaz bol na

neho vydany eSte v roku 2007 pre
podozrenie zo spachania trestného
¢inu terorizmu v zmysle Trestného
zakona Ruskej federacie.

Na zéklade rozhodnutia koSického
Krajského sudu vzali muza 19. januara
do predbeznej vézby.

(TASR)




Kanadsky Slovak —28. februar 2015 — page 8

Ottawa Celebrates and Toasts to “Fasiangy”

An important aspect of
being a Slovak living abroad
is maintaining the sense of
belonging to our home culture
and honouring the traditions
that make us proud of and con-
nected to our roots. January
and February in Central
Europe is a time of winter
balls and masquerade parties.
Ottawa’s Slovak community
understands the importance of
sustaining these customs even
across the ocean from where

they first originated and has
once again — for the sixth time
in a row — brought to life the
celebrations of Fasiangy, the
period between Three Wise
Men Day (January 6) after
Christmas and Ash
Wednesday before Easter.

On February 7th, 2015 over
160 guests took refuge from
the chill of yet another one of
Ottawa’s infamous winters
and gathered at St. Anthony’s
Soccer Club Hall for a fun-

filled evening of delicious
food, energetic dancing, glit-
tery masks, and nice prizes.

His Excellency, the new
Slovak Ambassador, Mr.
Andrej Droba with his wife
Daniela joined their fellow
countrymen on this special
evening and thoroughly
enjoyed themselves. It seems
that the word of our annual
Fasiangy Dinner and Dance
has been spreading outside of
the Slovak community circles.

A group of ten friends from
the area of Manor Park sat at
Table #16 and in an interview
for the Slovak Spectrum TV
programme admitted to hav-
ing found out about the event
online, shared their positive
feedback of the soiree, and
expressed an interest in return-
ing next year.

On behalf of the organizing
team, a big hearty ‘thank you’
goes to all who attended the
event. We always appreciate

your continuous support of
this festive soiree and sincere-
ly look forward to seeing you
in February 2016.

Let’s now toast to more new
friendships and pleasant
encounters, a brisk end to this
year’s winter, a speedy arrival
of spring, and a truly prosper-
ous year for all! May you all
have a ball!

Maria Habanikova
Photo : Tibor Dej




50th Anniversary of
the National Flag

of Canada

Canada's National Flag Turns 50 !
Our red and white maple leaf flag was first
raised over Parliament Hill 50 years ago on
February 15, 1965. This is a significant and
special milestone as Canadians prepare for
the 150th anniversary of Confederation

in 2017.

The 50th anniversary of our National Flag in
2015 will allow Canadians to reflect on our
flag and what it represents — a strong,
proud and free country. Our national flag
speaks to what we have accomplished
together, to the historical moments that
have served to define us, and to the
promising future of this great country.

THE CHAIR IN
SLOVAK HISTORY
AND CULTURE
at the
University of Ottawa
Cordially Invites You to
a
Multi-Media Lecture
by
Zuzana Ben Lassoued
on
“Diana Krall and Music
Reception”
on
Friday, February 27, 2015,
at 7:30 p.m.
in

Vanier Hall, 136 Jean-Jacques

Lussier, Room 1075

(Parking in front of Vanier Hall)

Allstate.

You're in good hands
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ON THE ROAD TO
CARNEGIE HALL !

20 year old Thomas Vykysaly
Dobrovich is continuing to advance
his piano performance career on his
way to his upcoming performance at
Carnegie Hall in New York City this
coming April. Thomas competed in
the American International Protege
competition and won first place in
the amateur category this past
January. He will be performing a
modern classical piece by Samuel
Barber and this will be his debut per-
formance at Carnegie Hall.

He has been studying piano since
the age of five at Keynotes School of
Music, his mother's music school in
Mississauga, and is currently study-
ing with Yaroslav Pugach, his
Russian teacher  from St.
Petersburg. Thomas has won many
local and provincial competitions
over the years, and will also be per-
forming with the  Burlington
Symphony on the Bay in March with
the First Movement of S.
Rachmaninoff's Second Piano
Concerto. Among his other accom-
plishments are three Canadian
National competitions at which he
won a First and Second place, as
well as the Richmond Hill Mayor's
Award, Founder's Award, and multi-
ple Scholarships. Preparation for the
upcoming concerts keep Thomas

practicing at the piano an average of
5-6 hours a day, and preparation for
his auditions for the University of

Toronto Piano Performance
Program have him focused and
motivated to work.

His family and friends wish him well
on his upcoming endeavours and
are exceedingly proud of him as a

very talented and hard working
young pianist, as well as a wonderful
ambassador for Canadian-Slovak
youth.

Should you be interested in viewing
some of his performances, you can
do so on YouTube.

All the best and
Good Luck Thomas !

Umelecké vystavy, stretnutia
SO slovenskymi
predstavitel'mi, narodno-
kultarne podujatia az po
spevom nasytené vinobranie -
to je zhruba nacrt Cinnosti 7.
zboru Kanadskej Slovenskej
Ligy v Toronte.

V nedel'u 22. februara 2015 sa
jeho ¢lenovia i hostia stretli v
spoloCenskej miestnosti v
budove zboru na vyrocnej
schodzi.

Opédtovne sa ukazalo, ze

schddze zboru st prijemné
stretnutia v priatel'skom ovz-
dusi. V rovnakom duchu pre-
biehaju aj rokovania a aj tato
atmosféra drzi  cClenstvo
pospolu.

Po spolo¢nom obede a pro-
gramovych informaciach si
pritomni ¢lenovia zvolili plat-
ny vybor na rok 2015, ktory
podla ich rozhodnutia a na
zéklade vyjadrenia spoko-
jnosti zostdva v nezmenenej
podobe z predchadzajuiceho

obdobia.

Na fotografii vybor 7. zboru
KSL - zlava: Sebo Pollak -
predseda auditného vyboru,
Helen von Friedl - ¢lenka
auditného vyboru, v pozadi:
Roman Vrba - ¢len auditného
vyboru, Julo Behul - predse-
da, Daniel Sulan -
podpredseda, Erika Kazik
pokladnicka/tajomnicka a
Klara Hrdlicka
zapisovatel’ka.

KANADSKA™ SLOVENSKA' L]
yUNADIAN SL0VAKEA o
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Mniska nie je, no habit nosi. Tajomstvo sestry Judity

Pokracovanie 7o str. 7

V poslednych rokoch sestra Judita
nevyraza do ,terénu“ prioritne za
P'ud’'mi bez domova, ale za pacientmi v
terminalnom §tadiu - v ramci
Mobilného hospicu sv. Katariny
Labouré. A ked’ sa objavi mimoriadna
situacia, da jej prednost’ aj pred den-
nym duchovnym programom (svéta
om$a, modlitby), ktory je sucastou
kazdého zasvdtené¢ho zivota. Svity
Vincent tento rys vincentského zivota
vysvetloval tajomnou vetou: Opustit
Boha pre Boha.

,»ObcCas je to narocna sluzba, hoci
clovek pri nej vzdy viac ziska ako da.
Je velké Stastie, ze naS duchovny
program pocita aj s relaxom, ked’ sa
spolo¢ne so sestrami delime o zazitky
z dia, inak by to asi dopadlo horsie,
smeje sa a prezradza na seba, Ze jej
obl'ibenym relaxom je puzzle. ,,Obcas
si v byte zapneme aj televizor.
Zvykneme pri iom zehlit’, dovarat’ ¢i
Supat’ jablkad.“ Rady vyrdzaji aj do
prirody, a délezité st pre ne tiez chvile
samoty a tichej kontemplécie. Kazda
7o sestier ma narok aj na dovolenku u
rodicov  alebo pribuznych, vo
vynimoc¢nych pripadoch si moéze ist’ na
dlhsie oddychnut’ aj do inej komunity.

Vystudovanu zdravotnu sestru vSak do
komunity paradoxne nepritiahla najméa
tuzba pomahat’ najchudobnej$im. ,,To
by bolo malo. Pre zasvéteny zivot sa
¢lovek nemoéze rozhodnut sdm od
seba,” objastiuje. To tajomné a tazko
vysvetlitelné ,,pozvanie” prislo k
dvadsatrocnej Erike pocas nocnej

sluzby v nemocnici. ,,Neda sa to opisat’
slovami, ale bolo to nahle vedomie, Ze
ma niekto dokonale poznd, ma ma rad
aj so vSetkymi mojimi chybami, a Ze
mu mozem tu lasku opitovat. Keby
ma takto intenzivne oslovil v tom Case
nejaky chalan, hoci aj Cernoch, ani
sekundu by som nevahala a odisla do
tej Afriky s nim,* priblizuje so
smiechom a dodava, ze v tej dobe bola
rovnako otvorena obom tymto
zivotnym alternativam.

Prichddza re¢ na pacientov a ja po
chvili nadobtidam dojem, Ze sestra
Judita drzi v paméti vSetkych, ¢o jej
kedy presli rukami. Spolocne s
podrobnymi spomienkami na posledné
chvile ich zivota. VSetky su plné utrpe-
nia, v jej podani vSak z nejakého dovo-
du neposobia smutne. Spomina mi
napriklad 34-ro¢nt Zenu, ktora sa
prvého v mesiaci vydavala a piateho
toho istého mesiaca podlahla
smrtel'nej chorobe. ,,Muz, ¢o ju l'ubil,
si ju jednoducho vzal v takom stave, v
akom sa nachadzala. A musim
povedat, Zze ani nebol prili§ veriaci.
Napriek utrpeniu, ¢o obe rodiny
cakalo, prezili ti svadbu vo velkej
radosti.“ Alebo muza, ktory zoci-voci
prichadzajucej smrti posobil ako malé
vystra§ené¢ dieta: neskér sa aj
dozvedela, ze ho matka pri narodeni
odvrhla. Hoci mal negativny vztah k

viere a ponuku duchovnej sluzby od
knaza odmietol, po slovach o tom, Ze
ho Pan Boh caka spolu s jeho mamou,
ktoré mu sestra Judita spontanne
povedala, mu stiekla po lici slza.
»Spolu s poslednym vydychom,*
dodéva sestra Judita potichu.

,»Netvrdim, Ze taki l'udia neexistuju,
ale ja som sa dosial’ nestretla s nikym,
kto by zoci-voci vlastnej, ¢i blizkeho
smrti, radikalne odmietal existenciu
,cohosi’. Ja pri smrtelnej posteli
rodinu zviacsa oslovim k spolocnej
modlitbe. Nie vzdy to prijmu, niekedy
sa modlim len v duchu a reSpektujem
ich spdsob prezivania poslednych
chvil, niekedy chcli, aby som sa
modlila sama, ale na zomierajticeho aj
rodinu to vzdy pdsobi upokojujico a
doddva im to silu a odvahu. Bez
ohl'adu na to, ¢i boli pokrsteni alebo
nie.“ Dlhoro¢né skusenosti sestru
Juditu presvedcili, Ze umieranie moze
prakticky za kazdych okolnosti
prebehnut pokojne: pokial su k
dispozicii dobre nastavené lieky,
¢lovek je obklopeny rodinou a je v
jeho blizkosti ktosi, kto mu v spravnej
chvili povie, Ze sa nema preco bat’. ,,Ja
v takom pripade hovorim o vitaznom
boji.*

Iveta Grznarova
editorka Hospodarskych novin

Svetové prvenstvo: Zdolal ladovu stenu
Niagarskych vodopadov, pocas vystupu zavahal

Kanad’an Will Gadd (47) ako

zrealizovat’.

Trvalo takmer

prvy clovek na svete zdolal
ladovu stenu vedla
Niagarskych vodopadov naz-
vanu Horseshoe Falls. Splnil
si tym Zivotny sen.

Stal sa prvym ¢lovekom, ktory
zdolal Horseshoe Falls.

Na adrenalinovy  vystup
nepotreboval tento profe-
sionalny  horolezec  iba
poriadnu kondicku, ale najméa
hromadu povoleni, aby mohol

osem mesiacov, kym sa mu
podarilo prekonat vSetky
byrokratické prekazky. Po
tridsiatich rokoch, ¢o sa venu-
je horolezectvu, mal tak svoj
sen na dosah.

Will Gadd sa horolezectvu
venuje uz tridsat’ rokov.

,,D0vodom, preco som do toho
Siel, bolo splnenie mdjho sna.
A neskuto¢na vyzva,
nesmierne vzrusujuca a kras-

sVoj ladolezecky sen

na. A tiez prospesna, tak ako

v esiend ho v o,

Meary Ao Doncerss
predsedncls

Roénd schadza Spravne] rady

Kanadskej slovenskej ligy

sa kond v sobotw 11. aprila 2015
od 9. hod. do 17, hod.
v hlavnom urade
2539 Traders Blvd. E., Suite 6
Mississauga ON L4Z 2E5

1. cast’ — Kanadski slovenskd Lpa (KAL) Spravy dradatkor, financac speavy a spravs

2. cast’ — Slovak Canadian Publications Inc. : Sprivy dcfredakros, pred=cdu redakene

rady a predsedu hospodarske) rads

Clenowin KL koo sa chon 20asnut fopmo schodal, «0 2iadani sa pehlisie

w tajomeicky Marte Puskose) (mfuskaf@kslios oq) najneskordio do 31, marea 2015

Mart Fusks
ta o ki

vsetko v zivote, Co vam pride
zmysluplné a cool. ISlo o
jednu z najtazsich veci, ktoré
som kedy urobil, no zaroven
som sa pozeral na ten najkrajsi
obraz v Zivote,“ opisal Will
Gadd svoje pocity.

Vystup na
Styridsatpatmetrova ladovi
stenu bol naro¢ny, hoci trval
iba hodinu.

Hoci samotny vystup na
Styridsatpatmetrova ladovi
stenu trval iba hodinu, nemal
to l'ahké. Dokonca sa priznal,
ze v jednej chvili nad vSetkym
zapochyboval. ,,V tretine vys-
tupu vSetky nastroje pokryvala

E .
-

vrstva l'adu a ja som mal celej
Niagary po krk,” povedal.
Hoci cast’ vodopadov vdaka
studenej zime konecne zamr-
zla, neboli podmienky na
lezenie idealne. ,Lad je
zlozeny z vrstiev: vrstva l'adu,
potom sneh s mnoZstvom
prieduchov, neskoér opéat
ladova vrstva. Vysledok je,
samozrejme, vel'mi
nestabilny,” vysvetl'uje. Prave
preto deii pred vystupom
zliezol stenu zhora, aby si
vyhliadnuta cestu vy¢istil od
kusov Tadu velkych ako
mensie auto, ktoré by sa inak
mohli odtrhnut’.

ZIVOT



Save the date !
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77th Slovak Day July 19, 1915
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Kosice Airport
is among the
top 10 fastest-
growing
airports,

five of which are in Turkey, two
in Greece, and one each in
Poland and Moldova, the
online version of Sme daily
reported on February 18.

In recent year the airport regis-
tered almost 357,000 passen-
gers which is 50.4-percent
increase in comparison with
2013. Kosice Airport is thus

the fifth fastest growing airport
in Europe, according to the
report by Anna.aero, a weekly
e-journal webpage.

Anna.aero collated passenger
traffic data for all of 2014 for
well over 300 of Europe’s air-
ports. A total of 43 countries
are included in this analysis.
Nine countries managed to
achieve growth in passenger
numbers of more than 10 per-
cent, but six of those handled
less than five million annual
passengers

"Impressive growth rates are
always easier to achieve with
lower absolute numbers,"”
reads the report.

SLOVENSKA

Tel.: (416) 255 - 3179
448 Browns Line, Etobicoke, Ontario

Speciality domacej kuchyne

(corner of Browns Line & Horner) www.libasbarandgrill.com

TEAM REALTY |
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Hw® BAR & GRILL. "7\ | susisierar-1900

Fax: G160 74 0282
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Halcherer, Ontarw WN20G 2

5., lat Park 51.]
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UNLIMITED RENO INC.

Peter M.Jakabek

14 Princess of Wales Court
Toronto, Ontario, M9B 6H5
Te.: (416) 237 1570
Cell: (416) 571 7704
Fax: (416) 239 7984
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Please contact me

Office (416) 231-56

Allstate Auto and Home Insurance

Allstate

Cell (416)892-1569
Email svibert@allstate.ca

Sheena Vibert, Agent

for a free quote!

41 ext. 5015

®, BLUE WATER MECHAMNICAL SERVICES INC
PLUMBING - HEATING - BDRERS - DIRAINS
5 ALK FLOMY PREVESTERS - AR COMDITICHRING

Mike Marian Masar
MASTER PLUMBER

24 HOUR SERVICE

TEL.: (905) 469 1236 FAX: (905) 469 1174

2083 Seafare Drive, Oakville, Ontario, L6L 1P5
plumber@bwm-services.com
www.plumberservice.com

Foil Stamping

Foil Embossing

Blind Embossing

Debossing

Die Cutting

Multi level Foil Embossing
Multi level Blind Embossing
Letter Press and Offset Printing

Karol Andrassy
info@azprinters.com

A-Z Printers Ltd.

61 - 556 Edward Avenue
Richmond Hill, Ontario
L4C 9Y5

Tel.: (905) 780 - 8680
Fax: (905) 780 - 8682
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Bloor Kigpling Dentistry
3843 Bloor & West
Teronto, OW M9E 163
A16-239-4393

Dr. John M, Kowvaleik

BlocrEiplingDentistry.com

OLEJAR

- building p

architect Inc.

olejar@rogers.com
tel: 519-774-4193

- building design & feasibility studies

ermit sets, working drawings

- commercial, institutional & residential

Architect’s services in Canada,ON & Slovakia

Soundscape Studio

Children & Adullts

Guitar Trumpet
Bass Trombone
Violin Tuba

Saxophone Keybords
Musical Entertainment
Miro

416 543 9171
mirol@sympatico.ca

Music Lessons For

For Every Occasion By

S

ALL |y

Pave

519 - 743 7100

FURNAUCES - AR CONTIHINERS - VENTILATION
BUCTWORE - FIERFLVES - CHILLERS
COMMERCTAL C/MHLERS & FREEZLIS

A SYSTEMS

| Polakovic
apservices@sympatico.ca

Kitchener, Ontario
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Policajt kupuje od iného policajta
zahradu. Ako si ju tak prehliada, Skrabe
sa za uchom a hovori:

— “Velmi pekna zahrada, ale je velmi
velka.”

— “Ale neblbni, sem das cibulu, tu mrkvu
a tu sliepky.”

— “No dobre, dohodnuté.”...

Po nejakej dobe sa opat stretnu a ten
predavajuci sa pyta:

— “Tak €o, zdhrada?”

—“No perfektné. Cibula obrovska, mrkva
az po pas, iba tie sliepky. Ci som ich
nedal velmi hlboko.

Na svadbe jeden z hosti pri stole
hovori: Bozemdj, aka je ta nevesta
Skareda! No dovolte? Ako sa to
vyjadrujete o mojej dcére? Prepacte
nevedel som, Ze vy ste jej otec. Coo???
Ja som jej matkal

Zena chyti ZLATU RYBKU a t jej vravi:
"Spinim ti 3 Zelania, ale tvojmu muzovi
sa to splni 10 krat viac. "Chcem byt
najkrajSia na svete. Chcem byt
najbohatSia na svete. Chcem dostat
slabsi srdcovy infarkt.

Rozpravaju sa dve priatelky: Som taka
rada, Ze sa uz s manzelom nehadate.
V¢era ste boli taky svorni, ked ste rubali
drevo.

-My sme nerubali drevo, my sme si delili
nabytok.

Telefonuje pan do nedalekého
blazinca: Hald, chcem sa spytat ¢i vam
neutiekol nejaky pacient.

-Pre€o sa pytate? Zaujima sa doktor. -
PretoZe dnes v noci niekto uniesol moju

manzelku.

Pocuj Jano, ty pracujes v cirkuse.
Mohol by si mi zohnat zadarmo nejaké
listky?

-Méze byt. A ty pracujeS v banke ako
predtym?

ONA: Stale sedi$ len nad tymi
krizovkami! Povedz mi koneCne nieco
pekné!

ON: Na kolko pismen?

Na hodine vytvarnej vychovy povedal
ucitel Ziakom, aby namalovali obraz s
nazvom koniec sveta. Edo mal na
vykrese iba dve bodky. UCitel ho Ziadal o
vysvetlenie. Maly Edo hovori: Mam tri
sestry a v8etky si kazdy mesiac namalu-
ju do kalendara bodku. Minuly mesiac
tam boli iba dve. Ked to mama zistila,
zalomila rukami a zvolala: Ach Boze, to
je koniec svetal!!l

Prudka hadka medzi manzelmi:

Ona kriCi: Vyzeras straSne. Bola by som
lepSie urobila, keby som sa vydala za
Simpanzal!!

On na to: Manzelstvd medzi blizkymi
pribuznymi st zakazané!

Maly Misko hovori otcovi: Ocino pes fi
Zerie sveter!

-Len ho nechaj synak, nech ma aspori on
po dlhom Case niecCo teplé v zaludku.

StarSi manzelia su na navsteve
galérie. On dlho stoji pred sochou mlade;j
dievciny, zahalenej len figovym listom.
Manzelka mu ustipacne vravi: Tak ¢o
budes tu ¢akat do jesene?

Dohovara zena muzovi: Pre tvoje
starosti ani nevie§, Ze tvoja dcéra je uz
vo Stvrtom semestri.

-Preboha a s kym?

Mama, ocko vravel, ze pochadzame s
opic. Je to pravda?

-Neviem. Do teraz nikdy nespominal
svoju rodinu.

Definicia povolania diplomata znie:
Diplomat je muz, ktory si pamata datum
narodenia zeny, ale zabudol jej vek.

AngliCan ma zenu a milenku. Lubi
zenu. Francuz ma zenu a milenku. Lubi
milenku. Zid ma Zenu a milenku. Lubi
mamu. Slovak ma Zenu a milenku. Lubi
slivovicu.

VieS, ze spolu Novakovi uz 14 dni
nebavia?

-A €o je toho pri¢inou?

Pani Novakova poziadala manzela o 300
korun, ze chce ist do salénu krasy a on
jej dal hned tisicku.

Stretni sa dvaja kamaradi po dlhej
dobe a jeden z nich hovori, ze to musia
ist zapit. Druhy namieta. "Ty, ale mfa
opitého manzelka nepusti domov."

Prvy hovori: "Tak na toto mam paradnu
fintu. Musi$ zazvonit, rychlo zo seba
strhnat Saty a hned ako ti manzelka
otvori, musi§ ich hodit dnu. Ona ta
vonku nahého nenecha."

Po polroku sa znovu strednu. Prvy sa
druhého pyta ako dopadol. "No uplne
skvele! Zazvonil som, dvere sa otvorili, ja
som hodil Saty dnu. Dvere sa zatvorili a

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL

ozvalo sa: Dal$ia zastavka..."

Na futbalovom zapase kri€i fanisik na
domaceho hraca:
- Miro, hraj, alebo si kup listok!

"Oci, prec¢o vSetci nadavaju tomu
panovi vedla nas?"

"Pretoze hodil po rozhodcovi kameni."
"Ale ved ho netrafil."

"Ved prave preto!"

Po tréningu atlét vzrusene pribehne k
svojmu trénerovi: - Podfa mojich
hodiniek som prekonal svetovy rekord!
Koho mam vyhladat?

- Hodinéra!

Staré slovenské prislovie:"LepSie je s
Prakinsonom polovicu rozliat ako s
Alzhaimerom zabudnut si naliat.

Stredovek. Po mori sa plavi lod a na
obzore pirati. Namornici podliehaju
panike, ale kapitan je cool a hovori svoj-
mu sekundantovi, aby mu priniesol jeho
Cervenu koSelu. Ten ju prinesie, kapitan
ju natiahne na seba a zaveli do boja.
Pirati su na hlavu porazeni. Potom sa ho
namornici pytaju, pre€o si pred kazdym
bojom oblieka ¢ervenu koselu.

"Keby som bol zraneny poc€as boja, na
Cervenej koSeli by to nebolo vidiet a vy
by ste aj nadalej bojovali ako levy..."
Namornici su dojati tolkou statoénostou
a kri¢ia kapitanovi na slavu. Na druhy
den vSak na obzore celé flotila piratskych
lodi. Namornici ¢akaju na kapitanov
rozkaz. Ten poruCi sekundantovi:
"Prines mi prosim ta nejaké hnedé
nohavice..."

Agatha Rondzik
416-922-7775

OUR NEW ADDRESS : 600 SHERBOURNE ST. TORONTO SUITE 301 TORONTO ON M4X 1W4

Your next vacation is waiting for vou

Building memories, one vacation at a time... Call us today and let us help you with your next vacation
planning. We will help you build those memories with luxury and adventure cruises, romantic honeymoon
packages, safaris, exotic island getaways and tours. Fulfill your travel dreams with your next trip. Contact

us today for our comprehensive and up-to-date specials so we can narrow your choices for your perfect

Julia
Rottko

vacation. We are looking forward to making your next trip a memorable one, so 905-

CONTACT US TODAY and you can get packing! o

Good News! In addition to flying to Prague during the Summer season, Air Transat introduced direct 0961
flights to Budapest as well starting June 18 until October 08. It is a great destination for passengers

traveling to Slovakia. Pamper yourself and fly “Club Transat”. Tatiana Jantoska g4

416 - 626 - 9779
OUR NEW ADDRESS : 600 SHERBOURNE ST. TORONTO SUITE 301 TORONTO ON M4X 1W4

Zatelefonuijte, alebo poslite E- Mail :agatha@intertravel.ca alebo intertravel@rogers.com
International Travel 600 Sherburne St. Suite 301 Toronto ON M4X 1W4

Tel.: 416 - 922 7775, Fax: 416 - 9229043, Cell: 416 - 939 - 6118 Toll Free: 1- 877 - 922 8775
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Slovak President
“has no doubts” of
Russia’s involve-
ment in Ukraine

"I have no doubts about the involve-
ment of Russia in the military conflict
in eastern Ukraine", said Slovak
President Andrej Kiska during his
working visit to Kiev on Sunday.
Along with other foreign guests, Kiska
came to Ukraine to commemorate the
first anniversary of anti-government
protests on Maidan (Independence
Square). "I have no doubts about this,
and I believe that anyone with ade-
quate information who hasn't suc-
cumbed to Russian propaganda can't
have any doubts, either", said Kiska
about Moscow's interference in the
conflict in Ukraine. Evidence of
Russian aggression in the form of cap-
tured Russian military equipment dis-
played on Mykhailivska Square has
made Kiska indignant that such a small
country needs to fend off its large
neighbour. "Without the 'help' of this
enormous country [Russia], the con-
flict would have been resolved a long
time ago", said Kiska. Burnt cars, a
tank, a Grad rocket system, infantry
vehicles and a spy drone that the
Ukrainian army doesn't have in its
arsenal were displayed on the square.

Hundreds of for-
eign soldiers to
train in Slovakia

Several hundred foreign soldiers main-
ly from the USA, the Czech Republic,
Poland, Hungary and Austria are due
to come to Slovakia for training in the
first half of 2015, reads a proposal
approved by the Government on
Wednesday. The foreign soldiers will
engage in more than 30 exercises. Up
to 110 soldiers from the American spe-
cial forces will undergo training in
Zilina, Kamenica nad Cirochou (in
Eastern Slovakia) and at the Lest
Training Centre (in central Slovakia)
between 24 February and 15 March.
As many as 500 American soldiers will
come to Slovakia in March to perform
a military exercise in a built-up area at
Lest. Polish soldiers will also be
trained in an urban zone. Czech sol-
diers will simulate responses to natural
disasters and cooperation in air opera-
tions, while military chemists and
Hungarian military scuba divers will
also come to train in Slovakia.
Conversely, Slovak soldiers will par-
ticipate in many training courses
abroad in the first half of 2015, mainly
in the Czech Republic, Poland and
Hungary.

Slovaks trust
European institu-
tions more than
national ones

Slovaks trust European institutions
more than national ones, according to a
Eurobarometer survey carried out in
November 2014. The survey showed
50 percent of Slovaks favour the
European Parliament, while its nation-
al counterpart is trusted by only 26 per-
cent of the population. Moreover, 47
percent of Slovaks prefer the European
Commission while only 27 percent
believe in the Slovak Government.
Confidence in the European
Commission as well as the European
Parliament was above the European
average. The most positive towards the
EU are Slovak students, followed by
managers and the self-employed.
"National bodies decide on matters
that are close to the people, so they see
more problems. The EU is perceived
from a distance, people see more posi-
tive things, such as common foreign
and security policies", said DuSan
Chrenek, chair of the representation of
the European Commission in Slovakia.
According to Chrenek, the survey
shows that Slovaks have a positive
attitude towards the EU in general, as
73 percent of them view themselves as
EU citizens. The survey was carried
out between November 7-17, 2014 in
28 EU-member states plus six candi-
date countries and among the Turkish
community in Cyprus.

Armed
must prepare for
new aircraft

Forces

It is not just enough to buy new equip-
ment by the Slovak armed forces
should now begin preparations for the
new aircraft, Defence Minister Martin
Glvac believes. "The training of staff is
a long process, so it is essential that we
begin to address this issue now," he
said. As the spokeswoman for the
Defence Ministry Martina Ballekova
points out in a press release, in 2016,
the armed forces should receive the
first tactical transport aircraft, the
Spartan C-27J, new helicopters already
later this year, and also discussed is a
possible lease of JAS - Gripen fighter
jets. The Defence Ministry is aware
that the transition to the new aviation
equipment will bring new tasks for the
Air Force.

"The most important thing will be to
choose prospective pilots and techni-
cians who will be the future of the
Armed Forces of the Slovak Republic.
This means that when we invest in
their training and preparation, it does
happen that after two or three years
they will tell us they are leaving the
army. The best solution would be to
secure this by law," said Minister
Glvac. He specified that at a meeting
with army commanders they set out
tasks to define the selection criteria for
crews, service staff, as well as require-
ments in connection with the disloca-
tion of the new aircraft. With regard to
the announced modernization projects
in the Air Force, Defence Minister
Glvac approved the formation of a new
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department for Air Force support
directly at the General Staff of the
Armed Forces. "The introduction of
new equipment into the armed forces
always requires addressing a number
of technical, personnel and logistical
requirements. In case of such demand-
ing acquisitions, as are new aircraft,
this applies all the more," explained
the Chief of General Staff Milan
Maxim.

Foreign Minister
receiving hate mail
regarding human
rights

I'm receiving hundreds of hateful e-
mails over the Statewide Strategy for
the Protection and Support of Human
Rights in Slovakia, approved by the
Government this week, Foreign and
European Affairs Minister Miroslav
Lajc¢ak said on the RTVS talk show
'Sobotne dialogy' (Saturday
Dialogues). Lajc¢ak served as the main
coordinator in the process of the strat-
egy's drafting. "It's as if the public
debate was limited only to one single,
explicitly marginal and partial issue:
namely, the standing of individuals
with non-heterosexual orientation.
However, the strategy is much more
comprehensive than that", stressed
Lajcak, urging all who'd like to voice
their opinion on the issue to read the
document first. "From the hateful e-
mails, [ can see that they haven't made
the effort. It's 28 pages long; that I
think is manageable", he said.

Lajcak reiterated that the strategy is
dedicated to the analysis of human
rights in Slovakia, the need to bolster
the institutional system of support for
the protection of human rights and the
need to educate about human rights.
According to Christian Democratic
Movement (KDH) chair Jan Figel,
also on the show, the Government has
failed to reflect on the votes of almost
one million citizens who supported the
recent, failed referendum on the 'pro-
tection of family' which aimed at curb-
ing the rights of same sex couples from
adopting children or entering wedlock.
Figel' argued that the document is not
in accordance with the Slovak
Constitution and the concept of
universal human rights. Laj¢ak howev-
er stressed that the drafting of the strat-
egy was based on the Constitution,
Slovak law and the international com-
mitments made by the Slovak
Republic. Figel stated that he is pre-
pared to abolish the current human
rights strategy or offer an alternative if
his party receives enough support from
voters in the upcoming general elec-
tion.

Controversial stat-
ue vandalised after
unveiling

A statue of the controversial
Communist leader Vasil Bilak was
unveiled in his former hometown of
Krajnd Bystra in north-eastern
Slovakia on February 21, however,
less than two days later the memorial
was sprayed with red paint, along with
the word Svina (pig) being written
across one side. The vandals filmed
themselves applying the paint to the
newly unveiled bust as a artistic
demonstration. The two men were
Kosice artist and activist Peter Kalmus
and his friend Lubo$ Lorenc. Lorenc
stated shortly afterwards that the statue
is a symbol of the "blood of the victims
of the invasion [Warsaw Pact]", adding
that, "traitors include judgment; not

plaques".

Bil'ak, who died in 2014, aged 97, was
a strong supporter of the Soviet inva-
sion of Czechoslovakia in 1968, being
one of the politicians who signed the
invitation letter for the armies of
Warsaw Pact countries. He also played
a key role in the "normalisation
process" following the Prague Spring,
shaping Communist party ideals and
foreign policies which would remain
in place for decades. After 1989 and
the fall of the Communist regime,
Bil'ak was tried for treason for his part
in the Soviet invasion, however the
trial ended before a verdict could be
decided due to a lack of witnesses. A
number of inhabitants from Krajna
Bystrd however stated that Bil'ak per-
formed many duties for the municipal-
ity when he was in power and should
be remembered fondly.

Livia Klausova to
leave ambassado-
rial post due to
new law

The Czech Ambassador to Slovakia
Livia Klausova, 71, wife of former
Czech president Vaclav Klaus, will
have to abandon the ambassadorial
post due to a new Czech law that intro-
duces an upper age limit for public
officials at 70. Public officials who
have reached the age of 70 will have to
terminate their contract by the end of
this year. So, it is possible that
Klausova, who 1is a native of
Bratislava, will make a farewell to
Slovakia on New Year's Eve.

The Czech Republic has only two
ambassadors older than 70 - Klausova
and the Ambassador to Syria Eva
Filipi. The Czech Foreign Affairs
Ministry allegedly can't do much with
the situation; it only can make sure that
the solution is as painless as possible,
said Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister
for Operational and Consular Issues
Lukas Kaucky. Klausova has been
serving as ambassador in Slovakia
since December 2013. Her appoint-
ment was prompted by President Milos
Zeman for the support she lent him in
the presidential race against Karel
Schwarzenberg.
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Our Boys in the NHL

Team pos GP G A Pis

Tomas Tatar DET L 57 24 20 44
Marian Hossa CHI R 59 17 26 43
Paul Stastny * CoL C 519 11 22 33
Marian Gaborik LA R 45 17 16 30
Andrej Sekera CAR D 56 2 17 19
Zdeno Chara BOS D 39 4 11 15
Tomas Jurco DET R 45 2 12 14
Richard Panik TOR R 54 9 3 12
Lubo Visnovsky NYlI D 37 4 9 11
Tomas Kopecky FLA R 59 2 5 7
Andrej Meszaro§ BUF D 39 1 5 6
Marko Dario CoOL C 11 1 2 3
Martin Maringin EDM D 20 0 1 1
Goalies GP Sav.% GAA
Jaroslav Halak NYI 44 911 2.47

*Canadian-born, USA citizen of Slovak origin

Notes

Marian Gaborik scored the winning goal early in the
third period to lead the Los Angeles Kings to a a 2-1
victory over the San Jose Sharks. The game was
played in Levi's Stadium, home to the NFL San
Francisco 49er’s before a crowd of 70,205 spectators.
It was a crystal clear Saturday night, with stars in the
sky as well as on the ice below. Gaborik was named
third star of the game.

Marian Hossa of the Chicago Blackhawks was
named NHL star of the week (Feb.9 - Feb. 16). The 36
year old winger led the NHL with five goals and tied for
second in the League with six points to help the
Blackhawks pick up points in all four of their games.
Born in Stara Lubovna and now residing in Trencin,
Hossa is competing in his 17th NHL season.

Jaroslav Halak earned his 32nd victory of the sea-
son on Thursday, February 19th against the league
leading Nashville Predators. The win ties the
Bratislava native for the club record with Billy Smith,
Chris Osgoode, and Ricky DiPietro.

Marko Dario rejoined the ranks Columbus Blue
Jackets on February 17th after spending three months
with the Springfield Falcons of the AHL. On Sunday,
February 22, the 20 year old Slovak scored his second
NHL goal of his career and picked up an assist in the
Blue Jackets’ 4-3 shootout loss to the New York
Rangers.

™

Slovan Limps to Finish

Slovan Bratislava is finishing off its second (and per-
haps last) season in the KHL with only nineteen
players. Players borrowed from the Tipsport
Extraliga to replace injured players have now
returned to their respective teams for the final dash to
the playoffs. However, there are players still on
Slovan’s injured list.

Lukas Kozék returned to Dukla Tren¢in while
Andrej Kudrna, Patrick White, and Tomas Surovy
travelled back to HC '05 Banska Bystrica. Toma§
Starosta, Patrik Luza a Vaclav Nedorost

Slovan Bratislava set a new record in the KHL,
but it is a record the team would rather forget and
have their fans forget as well. Even this writer is
somewhat embarrassed to report it. On Wednesday,
Feb. 11th, playing in the Russian capital, last place
Slovan Bratislava went down in defeat 12 — 0 to
CSKA Moscow, the current leaders in the KHL. It is
the biggest blowout to date in KHL history.

With only three games left in the regular sched-
ule, it appeared that only further humiliation awaited
the “Belasi” but on Sunday, February 22, the “cha-
lani” rallied and handily defeated second place SKA
Petersburg 5 — 2. The final game of the season is
against Jokerit of Finland on Tuesday, February 24.

We reported in the last issue that the

Bratislava team is having financial problems and
their continuation in the KHL next season hangs in
the balance. Their participation in the KHL playoffs
would have aided their finances but they did not
make the cut this year.
Over five million spectators have attended

KHL games to date establishing a new record for the
league. Despite the financial problems, attendance at
Slovan Bratislava home games ranks in the top five
in the league. Although the Slovnaft Arena seats
only 8960 spectators, 241,931 have attended games
this season.

™

Slovaks at
Fed Cup

The Slovak Fed Cup team was
unsuccessful in its bid to rise in
the Fed Cup standings, losing to
Holland 4- 1 in the tie held in
Apeldoorn, Holland February 8-
10. Karolina Schmiedlova
earned the lone victory for
Slovakia in her match against
Kiki  Bertens. = Magdaléna
Rybérikova lost both her match-
es and Schmiedlova was unable
to contain Arantxa Rus. In the
doubles match, Kristina Kuc¢ova
and Schmiedlova lost to Richel
Hogencamp and Michaélla
Krajicek in two straight sets.

The Slovak women had
three Fed Cup victories in 2012
and 2013, but this was their
fourth loss in a row since. In its
next Fed Cup match scheduled
for April 18 — 19, Team Slovakia
will host Team Sweden where
Team Slovakia will be striving to
avoid relegation to the third level
of Fed Cup play. Slovakia is cur-
rently playing in Group Two, the
second level of Fed Cup play.

There are five levels of
Fed Cup. The top level is Group
I consisting of the top eight
countries of the world; the win-
ner of this group is the Fed Cup
champion. The second Fed Cup
level is World Group II which
also consists of eight countries.
The third level consists of three
zones — the American Zone with
seven teams, the Euro-African
Zone with sixteen teams, and the
Asia-Oceania team with seven
teams. The fourth level is made
of the same zones but with lower
ranked countries.

The Slovak Fed Cup team
was missing three of its top play-
ers in the tie against Holland.
Daniela  Hantuchova  and
Dominika Cublkova gave pref-
erence to other tournaments
while Jana Cepelova was hospi-
talized  with  pneumonia.
Slovakia, led by Daniela
Hantuchova, won the top divi-
sion of the Fed Cup in 2002.

Hantuchova
Captures
Thailand Open
Crown

Daniela Hantuchova fled from
the cold of Europe to the warmth
of exotic Pattaya on the Gulf of
Thailand. The warm weather
served her well and she won the
PTT Thailand Open (Feb. 9 —
16) by defeating Ajla Tomljanvic
of Croatia, 10 years her junior in
the finals.

Hantuchova entered the
tournament unseeded and had to
face third seed Zarina Diyas of
Kazakhstan in the very first
round. Hantuchova lost the first
set 6-1 and it appeared she was
being shown the exit, but she ral-
lied and won the next two sets 6-
3 and 61, turning the tables on
the Kazakhi athlete. The Poprad
native then routed two players in
a row from China, Saisai Zheng
and Yingying Duan in straight
sets to reach the semi-finals. The
semi-final proved almost as dra-
matic as the first round;
Hantuchova lost the first set to 4-
6 but again rallied from behind
to win the next two 6-3 and 7-6.

The pattern continued
into the final where the 31 year

old Slovak lost her first set 3-6 to
Tomljana but then handily won
the next two sets 6-3 and 6-4 to
win her third Thailand Open title
and the seventh WTA tourna-
ment of her career.

Slovak youngster Karolina
showed signs of her potential at
the Rio Open in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil, reaching the finals of a
WTA tournament for the first
time in her young career.

The 20 year old from Kosice
exuded confidence on the court
from the very outset. She dis-
patched her first three opponents
in straight sets: Alison Van
Uytvanck of Belgium, Paula
Omaechea of Argentina, and
Veronica Cepede of Paraguay.
In the semi-final she upset sec-
ond-seeded Irina-Carmela of
Romania 6-3, 4-6, 6-2 to
advance to the finals against
number one seed Sara Errani of
Italy.

The Slovak matched the
Italian game for game in the first
set, losing 7-6 in the tie breaker.
The older experienced Errani
then settled down and took the
second set and match and title 6-
1. The superb play by the young
Schmiedlova has significantly
improved her WTA ranking in
the top 100 women tennis play-
ers, jumping from the 75th to
59th spot.

™

Slovakia at
the Winter
Universiade

Slovakia won a total of eight
medals at the 2015 World
University Winter Games held in
Osrblie, Slovakia and Granada,
Spain.

Biathlon skier Paulina
Fialkova led the medal harvest
with three medals: a gold in the
7.5 km sprint, a silver medal in
the 10 km pursuit, and a bronze
medal in the 15 km individual

event.

Zuzana Stromkova, who had
won a bronze medal at the 2015
FIS  Freestyle Ski and
Snowboarding World
Championships held in
Kreischberg, Austria in January,
improved her performance by
winning a silver medal in the
Ladies’ Ski Slopestyle at the
Univerisiade.

Matej Falat won a silver
medal in the Men’s Slalom and a
bronze medal in the Alpine
Combined. This event consists
of one run of downhill and two
runs of slalom, each discipline

run on separate days. The winner
is the skier with the fastest
aggregate time.

Jana Gantnerova from
Kezmarok won bronze in the
Ladies Combined Alpine Skiing
competition.

Figure Skaters Testa Federica
and Csolley Lukas won a bronze
in the ice dance event.

The Slovak hockey team cap-
tured fifth place in the ice hock-
ey competition defeating the
USA 5-4 in a shootout along the
way.

™

Sport Shorts

Veronika Velez-Zuzulovd won
silver in the Women's Slalom at
the 2015 FIS Alpine World Cup
event in Maribor, Slovenia on
Sunday, February 22. It was her
best showing this season. She
was in 8th position after the first
run but captured second place
after a spectacular second run. A
week earlier, at the World Cup
slalom event in Beaver Creek,

USA, the thirty year old Slovak
had the fastest second run of all
the skiers but due to a much
slower first run had a much
slower first run had to be con-
tented with a fourth place finish.
The lone male Slovak competi-
tor, Adam Zampa, finished nine-
teenth.

Slovakia’s top cyclist Peter
Sagan finished sixth overall at
the Tour of Qatar. The 25 year
old from Zilina finished fourth

in three of the six stages, second
in two of the stages, and thirtieth
in the time trial stage. It was his
first competition as a rider for
the Tinkoff-Saxo team.

Slovak tennis ace Dominika
Cibulkova has an aggravated
achilles tendon injury requiring
surgery but hopes to put off the
operation until after the US
Open, the last grand slam tour-
nament of the season.

Tichomir Miko



Slovakia has several opera houses and
a National Theatre which produces
operas on two stages, but many local
opera singers have also found interna-
tional success.

Sometimes, like Eva Urbanova in
Janacek’s Jenufa in the Slovak
National Theatre on February 21, they
even return to give performances at
home.

Noted soprano Edita Gruberova will
mark 45 years on global operatic
stages in February. After launching her
career in Bratislava, two years later she
was engaged by the Vienna State
Opera .

“For seven years, | had just small roles
there, but as a new entrant I started
rehearsing Zerbinetta from Ariadne auf
Naxos,” she told Sme. The role went
on to be her trademark and she credits
it as teaching her what it was like to
“study a difficult, philosophical text”.
In 1975, she made her debut in the lead
role. Originally meant for Costanza
Cuccaro of Berlin, the répétiteur saw
Gruberova’s frustration in minor roles
and arranged for an audition. She got it
and the rest was history. A diaphragm
driven singing style means she is still
able to do so full on at age 68.

America and Europe

Slovak bass Stefan Kocan has been
performing in the New York-based
Metropolitan Opera for five years, and
he moved to work abroad even before
those in his native country took notice
of his talent. While the United States
does not have hundreds of years of tra-

dition and the Met itself was founded
quite late — by the end of the 19th cen-
tury — Americans never had complex
about it, he said.

“They had no inferiority feelings and,
on the contrary, had a good business
plan: they looked what is admirable
elsewhere and tried to import it,”
Kocan told Sme. “They lured stars
with money and singers and com-
posers were really drawn to New York,
everyone wanted to try their luck,
including Béla Bartok — who died poor
in the end, though.”

He noted that the Metropolitan Opera
is now on par with the most famous
European opera houses. He also
praised the New York rich sponsors
and donors, and the well-set tax system
that motivates them to offer money to
the opera. “America works thanks to
the money being circulated,” Kocéan
said. “In Slovakia, it is quite the oppo-
site — money has to be withdrawn and
kept.”

He also touched on the enormous
stress and pressure put on singers
today — only those who have big
recording companies backing them are
automatically a star. “And today, this
means much more than just signing:
opera performances are rehearsed as
theatre with a director, hardly having
time for music rehearsals,” he says.
Kocén also noted that Met must fight
for audiences, having performances
every day except for Sundays and two
on Saturdays. And apart from once
typical classical repertory, it also
experiments with modern pieces. Met
officials regularly sit with sponsors
and together they figure out which
operas to stage and support.
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Slovak opera singers are hits abroad

Scandinavian opera

Miroslav Dvorsky, younger brother of
Peter Dvorsky, mentioned the Oslo
opera house as his favoured venue.
“There has never been a great operatic
tradition in Scandinavia but it seems it
could still be born,” he opined for Sme.
Dvorsky likes the Norwegian mentali-
ty. “They are humble, taking with huge
respect every work they stage,” he
said. “They do not want to out-Herod
Herod, but rather follow what is done
in the world and try to absorb the
best.”

Tickets for opera are easily affordable
for all, says Miro Dvorsky who sang,
for example in Dvorak’s Rusalka. He
also performed for the Norwegian
royal couple, who were considering
whether or not to invest in the new
opera, and later did.

Miro Dvorsky described also Italian
audiences as the most demanding in
the world, very critical but also able to
get enthused.

Flying in Brussels

Soprano Simona Houda Saturova has
been singing ever more demanding
roles in projects which are often
shocking from the theatrical point of
view: recently, she swung on a circus
trapeze in the La Monnaie opera in
Brussels. In the co-production with
Aix-en-Provence festival, Houda
Saturova sings several metres above
ground. She explained she has loved
heights and carrousels since her child-

hood, and had no problems performing
under these circumstances. “To be in
love, and float among thousands of
stars, singing about love! This was a
brilliant idea of director Robert
Carsen,” she said.

Houda Saturova cited roles in the
Brussels’ opera, including La Traviata
of Andrea Breth, as among her career
highlights. She told Sme that La
Monnaie, the opera house opening on
the site of an old mint, also strives to
grow and educate its own audiences,
organises exhibitions, screening films
and offers programmes for children.
“This theatre lives art at 200 percent,”
she said.

Prague stint

Peter Mikulas, a Slovak bass, has not
travelled far to give guest performanc-
es. He sings Mephistopheles in the
Prague National Theatre in the work
by Arrigo Boito, alternating with
Stefan Kocan.

“I try to always use the expressive
means of the due period in which we
move here, on the Earth,” he said.
“However, I have gradually freed my
devil of horns, sulphur, tail and hoofs.
For me, it is enough to be a decently
clad serious gentleman in tuxedo,
around sixty, who in the free transla-
tion of Boito’s opera says: I am real,
contemporary, and I think of the good,
while doing the evil.”

He continued by cautioning against an
urge to modernise or change tradition-
al operas. If not, someone should
“rather buy music paper and write his
own opera, but he should make Verdi,
Smetana and Mozart in the beautiful,
traditional way”’.

On the Prague stage, Mikuld§ com-
mented that it has still not fully shed its
communist heritage, mostly in the
technical sense. But he also feels there
something that maybe Paris, La Scala,
or Covent Garden could never have:
the Czech type of musicality. “It is nat-
ural, precise, respectful to the score of
composer — including Czech compos-
er,” Mikula$ told Sme. “I cannot say
that something like that can not be
heard or seen elsewhere but the truth is
that Czech music is played more beau-
tifully and colourfully nowhere in the
world than in Bohemia. I know what I
am saying.*

Zuzana Vilikovska
Slovak Spectator

Guns used in Paris terror attacks
probably originated from Slovakia

It's likely that the terrorist attacks in
Paris in January that cost the lives of
17 people were committed with the use
of guns from Slovakia, blank firing
weapons modified into fully functional
live ammunition SA-58 rifles. The
TASR press agency acquired this
information from an unnamed gun
expert. "It's very realistic and likely
that modified blank firing guns were
used," stated the expert. According to
this source, blank firing weapons are

hard to trace after sale and can be pur-
chased by anyone with an ID card aged
above 18. The firearm can be resold
without police supervision. Modifying
the weapon isn't particularly challeng-
ing if a functional replacement barrel
is available, said the expert. The Novy
Cas daily brought the story earlier in
the day, stating that the Slovak police
have received a request from their
French counterparts to trace the origin
of seven firearms over a suspicion that

terrorists who attacked Charlie Hebdo
adapted and used weapons they
ordered from Slovakia. Interior
Minister Robert Kalindk announced
tightening of the rules regarding
expansion weapons. Spokesperson of
the Interior Ministry added that their
ministry is working on a legislative
amendment that will require the own-
ers of modified blank firing guns to
hold a firearms licence and register
their guns.

No need to renew
border controls in
the EU

The fight against terrorism is one of
the EU's top priorities. However,
according to Slovak Prime Minister
Robert Fico, he does not agree with all
the initiatives taken in this effort. The
prime minister stated this after the EU
summit in Brussels. He sees the

biggest problem as being the imple-
mentation of new controls on the inner
borders of the Schengen area. Robert
Fico rejects the proposal to simplify
the application of inner controls.
According to him, the free movement
of people is a great EU value. "We

refuse new reasons to limit it in the
frame of the Schengen agreement",
concluded the Slovak prime minister.
On the other side, Slovakia supports
the exchange of information on flight
passengers agreed upon in Brussels.
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Traveling to Slovakia?
Try CAR ONE Car Rental!

VIENNA - BRATISLAVA - BUDAPEST - PRAHA - KOSICE

SPECIAL RATES & 5% DISCOUNT
(Carmpaign extended untll 31th May, 2014)
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